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Introduction
Kings Norton Baptist Church is seeking assistance in the form of a retired / part time Pastor or Church worker. The present pastor will be leaving in Dec 2006 due to financial considerations. He has been with us less than two years following a three year interregnum. Prior to this the previous pastor of 18 years retired in April 2002. We would seek a person with gifts and commitment to support the members and friends of Kings Norton Baptist Church in serving God in the Kings Norton area of Birmingham.  Practical leadership and team building skills are desirable to develop people’s gifts and abilities for service as well as the recognition of Bible-based teaching to encourage and underpin members’ work and witness. The Church owns a three bedroom house situated in Kings Norton which is available.
This Church Profile overviews Kings Norton Baptist Church and its current activities

This profile is also available on the church website (www.knbc.org) at www.knbc.org/profile.htm

Queries should be addressed to the Elder, Frank Williamson on 0121 451 2898 / fw@fw1.co.uk

The Congregation
At present there on average 20 attendees on the Sunday Morning Worship Service.  There is one family with young children in the fellowship.  Further adult members are in full time employment, and there a number of members and friends now retired from full-time work.  All regular members and friends live 2 miles or less from the Chapel.
Principles and Practice

The Fellowship takes a Reformed approach to its teaching, worship and work.  Scripture is held to be divinely inspired and infallible.  God is sovereign.  (see Appendix: Doctrinal Basis). Members are required to be “born again” believers. (see Church Constitution).

Outreach

There is a programme of Evangelical outreach, to local children through the Sunday School, to carers and retired people through monthly coffee mornings and lunches, and to local residential homes for the elderly.  At present the fellowship benefits from the work of a Birmingham City Mission Missionary at least one day a week. Festivals such Easter, Christmas and Harvest are often used as outreach opportunities with extra leafleting of the area.  These activities vary over the years according to the person power available.  BCM student teams have supported childrens’ holiday clubs and other local outreach in recent years.

Worship

Sunday morning worship is for the whole Church family with a crèche run for babies and toddlers. At present, morning worship combines traditional hymn singing with contemporary songs from “Mission Praise”, The Church also has “Christian Hymns” and also “Praise” introduced to the church late in 2000. The sermon is followed three Sunday mornings out of four by Communion and a time for open prayer. A short talk for church family children has traditionally been included. Evening worship is at present suspended. Each Sunday a leaflet, The Bulletin, is produced with brief details regarding worship, events for the week and matters for prayer.

Sunday School / Crusaders

Crusader Sunday School follows on at 11:30 from the morning worship. The minibus collects local children from the adjoining estates. For hour long programme incorporates singing, teaching, games and prayer is for school age children up to the age of fifteen. On occasion the Sunday School is combined with the morning service.  A “Safe to Grow” child protection policy has been in place for a number of years. 

Mid-Week

A mid-week fellowship meeting is at present held on Thursday evenings for Bible study and prayer.

Missionary

KNBC has for many years supported missionary work. Amongst the most supported are OM, Gideons, Barnabus, a Wycliffe project in Ghana and a joint BMS missionary in Thailand. It has a Birmingham City Mission Missionary within its fellowship, who works locally in the area.
Elders and Deacons
Currently there is one Elder, Frank Williamson and a Diaconate of two people. The Elder has an overview of preaching, pastoral and evangelistic matters in general. The Deacons, have practical responsibilities such as finance and encouraging fellowship.

Heart of England Baptist Assoc.

KNBC is nominally part of the South Birmingham cluster. It supports BMS (see above) and Home Mission.

Finance

At present the fellowship is financially independent, and covers all expenses including a Church house and a minibus. Tithing is encouraged. Some of the income is by Gift Aid. 

The Building

The Chapel is essentially an old rectangular building on one level capable of holding about eighty people.  The space is flexible as chairs are used. There is a baptistry and the usual essential facilities, including a foyer and vestry, added in the sixties.  In April 2001 extensive repairs have been made to the Chapel roof and wall structure.

History

The Chapel was founded in 1847 from two terraced houses made into one building, on Wharf Road, Kings Norton.  At this time all baptisms took place in the canal (a few meters away).  The entrance at this time faced Wharf Road.   In 1947 the Vestry was built at the rear of the Chapel to commemorate 100th Anniversary and to honour the Pastor, Mr Sanders.

During the 1960’s the Chapel was extended with a kitchen and cloakrooms being installed.  The Chapel windows which faced Wharf Road were re-sized to a better proportion with a single storey building.  The main entrance moved to the back of the building, away from the road.

In 1997, a week of celebrations took place to mark 150 years of Chapel life and activity.  The Lord Mayor of Birmingham attended a Thanksgiving service and unveiled a commemorative plaque.

The Community
Kings Norton Baptist Church is situated just a short distance from the old Kings Norton village on The Green, on the south-west side of Birmingham.  Kings Norton (pop.22,500 1991 census), is accessible to open countryside.  The main railway is to the south-west, with a station for local rail, the Birmingham-Worcester canal, and the River Rea all pass through the area, which now spans roughly a mile in all directions from The Green. Several retirement and nursing homes have been built in recent years.  Shopping is mainly in Cotteridge and on The Green. Several primary Schools, four secondary schools and a sixth form college lie within the area. The parish church of St. Nicolas stands prominent on The Green, with three satellite churches spread across the area.  There is a local Library and considerable area of parkland off the Pershore Road. The Pershore Road is a main route into and out of Birmingham with frequent buses.  Local employment is largely clustered on three factory centres, including Pilkingtons.  Many residents commute to Birmingham centre. Kings Norton will benefit from central government funding in the shape of the Urban Regeneration Budget and the New Deal for the Community scheme.  The current housing stock will be upgraded plus other services and amenities. Regeneration of the community will bring many opportunities for outreach.

Appendix:
Doctrinal Basis

1.
The divine inspiration and infallibility of Holy Scripture, as originally given, and its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct.

2.
The unity, equality and individual personality of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead.

3.
The sovereignty of God in creation, revelation, redemption and final judgement.

4.
The full deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, his incarnation and virgin birth, and his real and sinless humanity.

5.
The personality of Satan, the arch-enemy of God and man.

6.
The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the Fall, rendering man subject to God's wrath and condemnation, and his total inability to save himself, apart from the intervention of the only mediator, Jesus Christ.

7.
Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin and from the dominion of Satan only through the sacrificial death (as our representative and substitute) of Jesus Christ.

8.
The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and his ascension to the right hand of the Father, his present intercessory ministry as great high priest, and his future personal return and universal reign.

9.
The necessity of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit to make the death of Christ effective to the individual sinner, convicting him of sin, granting him repentance towards God and faith in Jesus Christ.

10.
The indwelling and continuous work of the Holy Spirit in every believer.

11.
The resurrection of the body, the judgement of mankind by our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal blessedness in Heaven of the redeemed and the eternal banishment of the lost in Hell.

12.
The one, holy, universal church, which is the Body of Christ, and to which all true believers belong.

13. The local church as a called-out community of born-again believers, with the liberty to order its life as the Holy Spirit will guide through the Scriptures, and enjoying fellowship with all those who love our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

