Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 25 August 2024 10 am
The parable of the fig tree Luke 13:7-9

Opening Scripture.

Hymn Only a Holy God (on service sheet)
Scripture Psalm 113 (page 614)

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving.

Children’s talk Chess board and temptation

Chorus MP 72 Christ is the answer
Hebrides Mission feedback ShuTing
Notices Evening service, Fellowship lunch last Sunday, Google Translate. Tea at our house 33 WHR.
Prayer and Lord’s prayer
Reading Isaiah 5:1-7 (page 689)
Luke 13:1-6, 7-9 (page 1046)
Hymn MP 1072 In Christ alone
Sermon “Is your life fruitful?” (The parable of the fig tree)
Hymn In the vineyard of the Master (on service sheet)

Closing prayer

Prayer

B Kings Norton has everything - including a tip! You’ve probably been there. We take the broken jar, the
broken chair, that microwave that doesn’t work, the old useless vacuum cleaner, there’s a final ‘fling’
into the skip and it is gone - and forgotten. The rows of fridges and TVs have one thing in common?
They don't work, they are all useless.

Today, we consider the parable of the fig tree that produced no fruit. It’s an easy parable to understand and leaves

us with the obvious question: ‘how fruitful am 1? Is your life fruitful?’ Isn’t “fruitful” a bit obscure? I could ask
‘How useful are you? Is your life useful? Do you function as God intends?’

When | say “is your life useful”, I don’t mean is it useful to you? But is it useful to the Lord, the one who made
you — and made you for Himself?

That’s what matters, for it’s on this that we will all be judged. How much have you lived up to the purpose for
which you were made? Are you useful, fruitful to Him?

But what does it mean to be fruitful?

There is the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Ga5:22,3 This is how we live to please God our maker. As Paul said to the church in Colosse - That you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in
the knowledge of God, Col 1:10

bearing fruit in every good work, comes from being filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. Php 1:11

All this is true, do this and the Lord will be pleased and rightly honoured.
But before you can do this something must happen. To find the answer to this we must read what Jesus said just
before.

Jesus has been speaking to his disciples and the crowds gathered to listen. They had come asking questions about
the tragedies that had recently taken place. 1 ... the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2
Jesus answered, "'Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they
suffered this way? | tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. And then he gives another example:
Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the
others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."” Luke 13:1-5
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One examples he gives is about the consequences of human wickedness, the other is what we might call ‘a
natural disaster’

What they asked then, is what people have asked ever since. As we look out across the world and see all that is
wrong, where is God, what is he doing?

The crowds were thinking that those people who suffered as they did must have been bad people for that to
happen to them.

Jesus is saying the right response to what we see all around - is my repentance. However bad the suffering is —
sin is worse — for it is the ultimate cause of it. We are all sinners, we are all bad people. Repentance is not just for
them - but for me.

The day Sept 11t 2001 when the twin towers fell was a Tuesday. If you were the preacher at church the
following Sunday, what would you say?

Following those events America was bruised, indignant, and revengeful— the message for them was 3 unless you
repent, you too will all perish. x2

Brian Edwards the British theologian happened to be in the US at that time. He was to preach and his text
was ‘those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them’ No ‘make me feel good’ sermon!
The point of that tragedy, any tragedy, is not for those dead but those alive!

B Go to a funeral, it is largely not about them - it is about you.

E Talking to Barry 75 all his illnesses with cancer twice

The ‘tragedies’ that come our way are actually ‘helps’, God’s loving prompt to induce your repentance and save
your soul from Hell. There’s something wrong with this world, there something wrong with them, there’s
something wrong with me. “Help Lord please forgive and change me!”

God’s judgments must jolt us out slumber, and throw us onto the Christ.

= So the immediate context of this parable is - repentance, x2

You don’t hear much of repentance. It is the first thing Jesus said when he spoke of the Kingdom of God - a call
to repentance. Repentance is a change of heart, a change of direction; it is a U Turn. Repentance is necessary
because you cannot expect and enjoy the Lord’s presence and favour when you are at the same time opposing
Him. Sin opposes the Lord, it is a direct attack on God as creator and lawgiver. It is impossible to be pushing in
to the Lord when you are at the same time pulling away from him.

You cannot use your time and energy and interests as you want - and at the same time call Jesus your Lord, as
Jesus said: you cannot serve two masters.

To continue with yourself as Lord of your life is to oppose Christ’s Lordship
Repenting from that sin has 4 stages — to know it, agree to it, feel it, act on it
This is the context of the parable. Only the repentant will produce fruit.

The Fig tree. (show pic)

The fig tree should bear figs, its fruit, easy. But Jesus is not concerned about fig trees, he makes the point to
those around that they may know what is expected of them — just as he is making the point to us today that we
know what is expected of each of us. Just as the tree produced fruit, so obedience to the divine will, and holiness
to the Lord, should be the product, the fruit of a man and woman's life, it is for this that we were created.

This parable is intended to enforce this word of warning immediately before, “But unless you repent, you too will
all perish.” except you be reformed, you will be ruined. As the barren tree, except it bring forth fruit, it will be cut
down." Unless I repent, | too, one day, will be cut down.

So let us look at this parable
“6 Then he told this parable: A man had a fig-tree,

Jesus uses a familiar tree, the fig tree, a tree common in the middle east. It’s referred to in the Bible nearly 50
times (48) from Adam and Eve trying to cover their nakedness with fig leaves, to Middle Eastern markets where
for years fig leaves were sewn together and used as wrappings for fresh fruit.

Lumps or cakes of dried figs (from Heb. debéls, ‘pressed together') made an excellent food, were easy to carry, and
constituted an acceptable gift (1 sa. xxv. 18; 1 Ch. xii. 40). Such a mass of figs was prescribed by Isaiah as a poultice to
heal King Hezekiah's boil (2 Ki. xx. 7; Is. xxxviii. 21).
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It is often mentioned alongside the vine as a symbol of the Lord favour: ‘In that day each of you will invite his
neighbour to sit under his vine and fig-tree,” declares the LORD Almighty. Zec 3:10

And the Lord’s disfavour = he struck down the vines and fig-trees ... of their country. Ps 105:33, | will ruin her vines
and her fig-trees Ho 2:12

The man we are told went to look for fruit on it,

The Lord looks for fruit - and expects to find it
He went expectantly, the Lord has the right to look - and expect to find - fruit from you as from that tree.

Are we not all breathing God's air, warmed by the sun, receiving daily food, and living a God given life? and in
every way wholly dependent upon him, Can you then say you have no owner?

It is our duty to God our maker to serve Him and do so gladly, to spend and be spent for the Lord God. He asks
of you no more than is His due. Have you therefore loved the Lord your God with all your heart?, with all your
soul?, will all your strength?, is this not his first and great commandment?

Or is this something you have willingly, constantly, persistently broken? What does the Lord think when you
give him such a bad return for his kindness? Is this not provoking him?

You might say ‘I have been of use to my children, my family, I have been usefully employed. But your children,
your family, the world did not create you. God made you, God has planted you, You are His God property—and
yet some here have done nothing for God.

Why are you in God’s house to-day? Did you come with a desire to honour Him? How about tomorrow what
place will He have? Are there some here who neither pray to God, nor praise God, nor live for God. Instead you
live for everything and anything sooner than live for the God who made you.

Then what is the good of you to God? All his other creatures honour him. Every spider spinning its web does his
bidding. The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger the Lord says in Is 1:3, but you do not know me.
Would you have a pet dog in your house that never licked your hand or responded to your call? Wouldn't
you say "What is the good of this?

So too an employee who didn’t work, you would say to him or her "you have to go you are of no use to
me." Well might the Lord say this of you.

Like the man who had received the one talent from God — He took it and buried it in the ground, he did nothing
with it.

This parable teaches that nothing which only takes out can survive. The fig-tree was drawing strength and
sustenance from the soil; and in return produced nothing. That was precisely its sin. There are essentially two
kinds of people in this world: those who take out - and those who put in. And you?

This fig tree had been given every chance

6 A man had a fig-tree, planted in his vineyard A fig tree in the vineyard! Matthew says Jesus seeing a fig-tree by
the road, Mt 21:19 they were often by the road. This one, however, is well cared for and nourished. Here is a tree
planted in better soil, one that has every opportunity to bear fruit.

The more the Lord gives the more expected - and required - at the judgment.

C. E. M. Joad 1891-1953 said, “We have the powers of gods and we use them like irresponsible schoolboys.”
Never was a generation entrusted with so much as ours and, therefore, never was a generation so answerable to
God.

So we here have every chance to bear fruit in our lives. You are amongst the Lord’s people, you are hearing the
word of God, you know what the Lord requires of you, and you have heard that God will give you the Grace and
power to live His way. How then do you serve Him? There are always things for you to do for Him. You are free
in the land to go and speak to anyone - any time - about the Lord Jesus. Christians are called to be his witnesses.
Do you witness? Do you speak of the Lord to the lost. Telling them what the Lord has done for you is not for a
select few. It requires no qualifications; it is for all of us. How many here this morning do it? We are to bear fruit
in every good work cCol 1:10 a work the Lord has given you to do.

A Christian is not someone who has something in his mind, it is not about having an interest in theology. It is not
Bible reading. A Christian produces something bearing fruit in every good work means action.

We've an apple tree just next to our conservatory. It usually bears fruit and so it has again this year, I can
see the apples. It is a fruitful tree.
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A Christian bears fruit when rooted in Christ. A Christian grows and bears fruit by belonging to and serving His
body the church.

The owner went to look for fruit on the fig tree - but did not find any.

He was disappointed x2

he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. With our apple tree I would have been happy with just
some fruit. Was there just some little fruit?, he did not find any, no sign of life. When the Lord looks at you have
there been just a few tears of repentance flowing from your eyes? No. Was there just a little seeking after Christ?
No. Has your heart become just a little softened over the years? No. Is there but a little faith in Jesus? Like a
grain of mustard seed? then there’s a reason for sparing you. but there’s nothing.

The Lord is disappointed that the word preached has made no impact. The Gospel has been presented to you, the
Lord has made his appeal to you, He has urged you, He has sought to persuade you through it. But nothing. The

Lord has warned you of the trouble ahead, but it’s all been to no avail, it’s fallen on deaf ears. ~ Surely the time
for judgment has come. ...

Judgment

7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this
fig-tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’

Quite, the vine dresser looks at the land occupied by this fruitless tree and thinks it could be put to better use.
Where that barren tree stands there might have been a tree loaded with fruit. So too the Lord’s kindness has come
to you, but there’s been nothing. If another had your place and received such kindness they may have repented
and lived for the glory of God.

He only expected fruit, not much fruit. He gave time - he was not hasty, three years, three seasons is generous.
For three successive years, year after year he had been coming to look for fruit, and each time went away
disappointed. It was long enough, that the tree was barren and would yield no fruit, and that therefore it should be
Cut it down!

Trees that bring not forth fruit must be cut down; and sinners who bring no repentance, faith, and holiness, must
die. It is only a matter of time. If you are unproductive then just as it is right and reasonable to fell barren trees,
S0 it just as right and reasonable that you should be cut down. It is quickly done, then the world will be delivered
from the presence of barren souls

What if God did nothing about it? To spare the unrepentant in this world is to induce other to continue in sin.
They will look at you and say, "God has not punished him so he won’t punish me either, there’s no punishment
for sin. They will copy your attitude and be led astray from God.

But wait - there’s a delay

8 ‘Sir,” the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig round it and fertilise it.’

leave it alone for Oh how patient God is with us, one more year, how he stretches out his long-suffering arm in
that gospel of grace. How he lifts up His Holy suffering Son and points to that shed blood on the cross. There’s
power there to turn a sinner into a saint, power there to rescue from hell and take to heaven. There’s power to
change Onesimus that useless runaway slave into a useful servant for ‘useful’ is what his name means.

Is this the yearning Spirit of Jesus who pleads with the father, the gardener saying: I’ll dig round it will that help
loosen you from your bondage to the world and its subtle sins. and I’11 fertilise it is that to continue to feed you
the food of the eternal Word, by which you can be saved. Surely love is patient.

If that is you ask yourself how much more time do you need to bear the fruit of repentance? How many more
sermons to appeal and warn? John the Bapt. said ‘The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that
does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire’ mt3:10, Lu3:9

The Lord is patient. Very patient. This parable tells us of the gospel of the second chance. A fig-tree normally
takes three years to reach maturity. If it’s not bearing fruit by that time, it is not likely to bear fruit at all. But this
fig-tree was given another chance.

= It is always Jesus’ way to give a man chance after chance.

But the parable also makes it quite clear that if we refuse chance after chance, if God’s appeal and challenge
come again and again in vain, the day finally comes when we by deliberate choice cause our own destruction.
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Why should the Lord value you more than you value yourself? Why should he persevere with you when you
seemed determined to wheel the axe at your own root? Why should the Lord continue in what seems like a bad
investment and give more time? why should he not see that barren tree cut down immediately. The parable also
teaches that uselessness invites disaster. God save us from that!

I went to a funeral on Friday. It was a good friend who heard the gospel from my lips. Yet there was no
movement. The Lord had given him time.

But that time had run out for him. I wept as | thought of him. The pronouncement had come Cut it down, Cut it
down (Show pic of dead tree)

Where are your old friends?, they are in hell, but you are not. Why because of the gracious longsuffering of the
Lord God. Will you look at him who spared you, and weep and mourn for your sin? May the Spirit of God come
down on you this morning and draw you to the foot of his dear cross, and as you see the blood which has spared
your blood, - and see the death which has made you live until now you will finally bear the fruit of repentance
before that pronouncement comes Cut it down, Cut it down

= Do you need more time? ‘Now is the time’ for salvation says the Lord.

B Finding a song based on this parable but it ends with the words: None of us will be forsaken by the
Lord, Jesus will our hearts awaken and restore us through and through.

Everyone likes and expects a happy ending. The one we will now sing ends with the pleading: Let Thy dews of
grace fall on me, Till some fruits divine appear; Let Thy patience rest upon me; Try me, Lord, another year.
END
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