Kings Norton Baptist Church

Sunday 1°t September 2024 10 am
God’s great plan of the promised King

Welcome to all

Opening Scripture Psalm 43:3-4a

Hymn MP 109 Crown him with many crowns
Scripture Psalm 45:1-9, Psalm 47 (page 569)

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving.

Children’s talk The footsteps are closing (Christ’s return)

Chorus MP 454 Majesty / Jesus is the King
Prayer
Notices Evening service 5pm, Fellowship lunch last Sunday,

Google Translate code,

Goodbye to Moji Ade, Peace, Prestige and ?
Prayer and Lord’s prayer
Reading Genesis 49:1-12 (page 55)

Hymn MP 366 Jesus is King
Sermon God’s great plan
Hymn MP1000 King of Kings Majesty

Closing prayer : “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever.
Amen.” 1 Timothy 1:17

Prayer

You and I live in a world of despair and death. But far away in the heavenly realms, and far back even before
time began - the Lord God planned a rescue — a rescuer to bring us from death to life - and from despair to hope.
Today we look at this great plan.

Here, at the end of Genesis, we find Jacob at the end of his life. He’s on his deathbed..
B  When my friend John died his family were gathered around the bed. His wife said "What more could you
ask for”. Most today see that as the best way ‘to go’.

B However, it's not a moment that always bring out the best in the children, particularly if they’re grown
up. Jealousies and greed arise. "What will I get” goes the thinking.

B The worst of this is seen in the movie ‘knives out’ staring Daniel Craig. Here the whole family gather to
see what the wealthy father has left to who.

1 "Gather round so that I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come”, says Jacob to his children. He is

now to make his Will known. There they are the twelve sons around the bed in order of their age. 2 “Assemble

and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel”.

The great day for receiving their inheritance has arrived. What will 1 get? x2

Would Jacob’s children be thinking about all that material prosperity the family had accrued? Or would they
instead have their minds set on the hope of the Lord’s spiritual blessing, for Jacob is no ordinary father, he is
Abraham’s grandson, God’s friend. Jas 2:23

= How about you? What is your heart set on? Is it on the world’s fleeting treasures? Or the Lord’s eternal
favour?

The sermon title is ‘God’s great plan’ x2. It is a plan birthed before the creation of the world and before time
began in the eternal counsel of the triune God. This plan was first made know to us in Gen 3:15 where the Lord
God promises One to come who will crush the head of Satan, the arch enemy of God, and the one who tempts us
all to sin against God.
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The promise had been made. A great victory over the accuser of our souls would one day take place. The Lord’s
favour can then come to the peoples of the world. This deliverer would come from the seed of Abram. This was
given to him in a promise to him in Genesis 12. This promise or covenant was repeated to him in Genesis 15.
Then again in Ch 17. It was repeated to Abraham’s son Isaac in Genesis 26:4. It was given again to Isaac’s son
Jacob in Genesis 28:14.

First revealed to Abraham and then his family, today we trace this royal line as it runs through the scriptures
pointing forward to Jesus the fulfillment and centre of God’s purposes. The devil did his best to thwart it. He is
deceiving people today - so ask yourself the question “Am | in God’s saving plan?

Here in this chapter 49 we see a key confirmation of this plan. God had made promises to Abraham that his son
would be a blessing to the world. Who would this be? Was it Isaac? No. How about Jacob? No. Now Jacob had
twelve sons, which one would it be? Surely it is Reuben the firstborn?

3 Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the first sign of my strength, excelling in honour, excelling in power. Yes
Reuben was his father’s joy. How welcome he was to his parents his name means ‘see, a son’, to him belonged
the pre-eminent position and power over his brothers.

But 4 Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, for you went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and
defiled it. Reuben, was to receive that ‘double portion’ due to the firstborn, and yet he did something, he sinned in
a way that made him forfeit his position. ... you will no longer excel.

No judge, no prophet, nor prince, is found of that tribe, nor any person of renown only Dathan and Abiram noted
for their rebellion against Moses. That tribe seems to have lost all influence ending up away on the other side of
the Jordan. Reuben himself was unstable. Here’s a man who could not govern himself and his own appetites.
Moral weakness ruins a man. It was forty years ago that he had been guilty of this sin, yet now it is remembered
against him. Beware, your sin will find you out.

How about Simeon? v5 and are brothers—their swords are weapons of violence. Let me not enter their
council, let me not join their assembly, for they have killed men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased.
Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury so cruel

Simeon and Levi are put together - for together they displayed their cruelty in the destruction of Shechem. You
can read all about that in Genesis 34 (recent sermon). I will scatter them. This was a destiny opposite to Levi's
name which means ‘attached’ 29:34. They were restrained in two ways: Levi's cities were distributed among other
tribes. Simeon surrounded. Map.

No it was not these three. Their lives provided a dark page against which Judah's glory bursts forth. 8 , your
brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you.
More is written, we will come back to this passage in a moment.

13 will live by the seashore and become a haven for ships; his border will extend towards Sidon. This was
later fulfilled when, after two or three hundred years, the land of Canaan was divided by lot and the border of
Zebulun went up towards the sea, Jos 19:11.

14 is a scrawny donkey lying down between two saddlebags. When he sees how good is his resting place and
how pleasant is his land, he will bend his shoulder to the burden and submit to forced labour. The men of that tribe
were strong and industrious, in a good and pleasant land.

16 will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel. will be a serpent by the roadside, a viper
along the path, that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider tumbles backwards. Here are people who like a serpent
suddenly bit the heel of the traveller, maybe this was fulfilled in Samson who was of that tribe and delivered
Israel out of the hands of the Philistines by catching them out in trickery, finally pulling down their temple on
them.

19 will be attacked by a band of raiders, but he will attack them at their heels. Gad signifies a troop. Jacob
foresees the warlike character of the tribe, as they turned out to be, and beat their enemies in many skirmishes.

20 food will be rich; he will provide delicacies fit for a king. It was a very rich tribe, and whose area was
considered the garden state of Israel.
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21 is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns. a tribe that carries struggles in its name; signifying a doe
wrestling and finding the blessing of freedom. A tribe affable and courteous, with language refined.

There is more written about 22 who is described as a fruitful vine. Sufficient for now to note the titles of
the Lord God the Mighty One of Jacob, - the Shepherd, as in 48:15, yes in Psalm 23 the Lord is my shepherd and
Ezekiel picks up this theme. The Rock of Israel, - the Almighty. It’s an outpouring of the Lord’s favour. Use your
fingers to count the recurring word ‘blessing’ ... who blesses you with blessings of the heavens above, blessings of
the deep that lies below, blessings of the breast and womb. Your father’s blessings are greater than the blessings of
the ancient mountains, than the bounty of the age-old hills. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the brow of
the prince among his brothers. Six times we read the word ‘blessings’ - | think we get the point.

27 is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the plunder. A
warlike tribe, strong and daring, they enriched themselves with the spoils of their enemies. Of this tribe were
Ehud the second judge, and Saul the first king. Also were Esther and Mordecai. The Benjamites, like ravenous
wolves, took vengeance on the men of Gibeah in Jud 20:14. The Apostle Paul was of this tribe. Ro 11:1, Php 3:5

All these tribal characterisations come to pass during the times of the OT. But Jacob's prophetic vision v1 'In the
days to come or latter days RV looked beyond Moses and the tribes to the future time of Jesus. Let us look at this.

Expand text for Judah
Jacob had little to say that was good concerning his first three sons, but Judah was different. 8 , your
brothers will praise you; His very name meant "Praise."

Unlike Rachel Judah’s mother, Leah was unloved by Jacob. By the birth of her fourth child she is reconciled to
this. She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, ""This time I will praise the LORD." So she
named him Judah. Gen 29:35

He would be the leader among the tribes; especially in the dynasty of King David, who by his military prowess
triumphed over Israel's enemies; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies. This is the one before whom all
his family would bow down. your father’s sons will bow down to you.

As the lion is king of beasts so Judah would dominate 9 You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey,
my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness— who dares to rouse him?

The Lion is the strongest and fiercest animal you will meet, he is king of the forest. He roars around and holds
people in fear. Judah was as strong as a young lion that has overwhelmed and eaten its prey, as secure as a
mature lion resting in its den, whom no one would dare to rouse. And yet here is all that latent power within this
gentle cub. As so clearly seen in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lion of the tribe of Judah Rev. 5:5 has triumphed.

10 The sceptre. A sceptre was held by the King a sign of his power to rule.

Indeed Judah did become the leading tribe but not until the days of King David. The earlier leaders were from
other tribes: Moses from Levi, Joshua from Ephraim, Gideon from Manasseh, Samson from Dan, Samuel from
Ephraim, and Saul from Benjamin. Jacob could only foretell Judah's pre-eminence and prosperity by divine
inspiration. Judah did not actually receive the "sceptre” of leadership for over 640 years after Jacob's prophecy.

Once David became king, however, Judah was the dominant tribe from then on. 10 nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, likely refers to Judah's seed. And a rule that will last until he comes to whom it belongs as our
NIV Bible says. What does this mean? Especially when the AV says until Shiloh come.

Shiloh was the name of a town later built near Bethel. For a while during the period of the judges the tabernacle
was set up there; but it never was a very important town and was later destroyed by the Philistines. But the
prophecy cannot refer to a town - for we can see that Shiloh is intended to be a person.

The Hebrew text here is SLH. There were only consonants not vowels. Was it shee-lo’, Siloh? or sayloh, ‘tribute-
payment to him' or selloh, meaning 'that (which) to him'. change things slightly gives ‘whose it is’ or “until he
come whose right it is.” Ezekiel 21 :27 renders the same phrase until he comes to whom it rightfully belongs; In other
words Judah will continue to be the royal house until he comes as RSV says to he to whom it belongs. YLT has
till his Seed come. > Jesus’ triumphal entry to the temple — destroyed AD 70.

SLH as a Messianic title means something like 'the establisher of peace' or ‘place of rest’ (Faussett). Isaiah calls
the promised Christ the Prince of peace 9:6
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Jesus was of the tribe of Judah and King David’s great Son. Isaiah says In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as
a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. Isa 11:10. Only in Christ
is found the peace of ultimate and eternal glorious rest.

Jacob in his prophecy looked down the corridors of time, he searched with his telescope to see this Son of Judah,
this light and life to the gentiles, this coming Seed through whom all the families of the earth will be blessed.

11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in
the blood of grapes. Not only would Judah's tribe be strong and courageous, but his land would be productive and
fruitful. Vines would grow so strongly that even the donkey would be tethered to them.

12 His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.” A picture of health, prosperity and beauty.

The royal line runs through the scriptures from that first promise made in the Garden of Eden. Here is the line of
hope. Here the eternal purpose of God unfolds through the generations towards the Royal Son. It will be He who
will become the suffering servant. It is through His humbling, His suffering, His body broken, that a way is
made, a doorway opened for you and | to come to find peace with God Almighty.

Yet Satan, the devil tries constantly to stop and thwart God’s plan
The Serpent did his utmost to break this royal line. Judah’s sons were wicked so the Lord put them to death.
Where’s the royal line now? The Lord continues Judah’s line through Tamar his daughter in law.

The widow Ruth marries Judah’s descendant Boaz and their child Obed was the father of Jesse the father of
Kings David. The Royal line continues through Solomon the second son born to Bathsheba after David’s
adultery. Satan causes the Kingdom to split through Solomon’s foolish son King Rehoboam. Most of Israel
ceases to exist — but the Lord keeps Judah.

Satan tries to destroy the royal line through the exile to Babylon, but it continues with the return of Zerubbabel
and on to Mary and Joseph.

Christ is born of a supernatural birth. Herod orders the destruction of all boys under two. Just as with the decree
of Pharaoh to kill the baby boys at the time of Moses so baby Jesus is preserved from Herod’s genocide.

The Serpent did his utmost to break this royal line. The Serpent struck the heal of the Rescuer God promised in
the Garden of Eden.

But Christ did come. The One chosen before time, promised and pointed to again and again through the writings
of the Bible prophets. God’s great plan did happen. God is sovereign and everything he wills - happens. You can
be sure of it. You can trust him in it.

The Lord God has brought His Saviour Son. He has accomplished Salvation through his death on the Cross.
Right up to the last minute as Christ hung on the cross Satan’s desperate words ring out “Come down from the
cross and we will believe in you” - But no Cross and there’s no hope. No cross means no forgiveness of sins and
therefore no Peace. God has worked out and completed his perfect will and purpose throughout the history of the
world. The Lord’s will always prevails - and now there’s Hope for you and I.

= Now there is hope, and that hope is in Him. Do you have that hope?

The Lord knows all about you and has determined where and when you live. He has determined that you will be
here this morning. Will you now obey His words? Will you confess and repent of your sins and find your place
in his plan of salvation? Will you leave this room knowing you are safe for eternity?

You are included in His plan - if you are in Christ. If you have turned to Him and are in Him — and He is in you -
then you have the favour of the Lord God Almighty the maker of heaven and earth. The one who formed the
universe and flung the stars into space is now your father. How wonderful!

Dying Jacob passed on the message of hope and pointed to Him in whom it may be found. Christians today carry
that message of Hope. Jesus the great physician, the healer, here is hope, here is life, here is freedom. Here is the
glorious Saviour the conqueror of death and the giver of everlasting life. He has it, and he alone can give it, and

he is willing to give it to all who will come. All who are hungry can be filled - and all who thirst can be satisfied.

God’s great plan centres on Jesus Christ and no other. Through Christ resurrection from the grave he is declared
the Lord of all. Is he your Lord? Have you? Will you bow the knee now? If so you can share in his victory over
death and in His ascension to the Father’s right hand.
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We who are redeemed and taken from the world will assuredly be raised up with him to share His eternal Glory
with God. He has given assurance of this within each believer by the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is how we
‘know’. Everlasting life begins for a believer the moment we receive this gift.

Finally, did you notice the short prayer? 18 “I look for your deliverance, O LORD”. Jacob near the end and faint
with death, calls out from his heart to God. The salvation he waited for was in Jesus Christ, the promised seed.
Do not leave it until you are on your deathbed to call out to Him. Do it now.

The salvation Jacob waited for took him to heaven, that better country, which he had longed for. Heb 11:13,14

As Christians we too wait in expectation for the Christ’s return, for the completion of our salvation to share in the
Glory of heaven. It is our comfort to know that Christ who is our peace will come for His own. He is our rest and
we wait for this patiently. END
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