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KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 23 February 2025 10 am
“Navigating the moral minefield”

Welcome Ist verse from (MP 529 O worship the Lord)
Hymn CH 120 Great is the gospel of our glorious God
Scripture Romans 1:8-20 (page 1128)
Prayer
Children’s talk How is God to you?
Chorus MP 69 Change my heart O God
MP
Notices: Sleepout sponsorship,
Host Thursdays,

Wed - Tudor House
Fellowship lunch after the Bible study

Prayer

Lord’s prayer

Reading 1 Corinthians 7:1-24 (page 1148)
Colossians 3:1-10 (page 1184)

Hymn MP 499 O happy day

Sermon “Navigating the moral minefield”

Hymn MP 799 All I once held dear

Doxology

Close

Prayer

When the Lord does a work in a man or woman, things change. The first sign of this invisible change in the heart
and life is the tongue. The life of that man or woman Born Again by the Lord has done an about turn. Now
there’s a shunning of every evil practice, and a love for the Lord and his ways.

Another sign of that change - is a change morally
Being made male or female means we are sexual beings. So if you live in a city where fornication and all kinds
of immorality is the norm, what do you do when you become a Christian? Your new standard is different for
those all around, you find yourself a stranger.
If I can give a rather poor example it is a bit like me a Brit suddenly landing in Japan, the culture is so different,
for example the food, I will always be thinking of what I should and shouldn’t eat.
So in Corinth with it’s loose morality a Christian has to constantly think what he should and shouldn’t do. It’s the
same in England today.

We live in a moral maze. As Christians we have to carefully navigate a moral minefield, That’s our title:
‘Navigating the moral minefield’

What do we do? In the previous chapter Paul had been stressing the need to avoid sexual immorality and that
each Christian is to honour the Lord with his or her body. So what do we now do? The mixed background
Christians in Corinth had wrestled with this and had written to the Apostle Paul about.

1 Now for the matters you wrote about ... In chapters 7 - 15 Paul give a helpful response to the many matters
raised.
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In Chapter 7 Paul is addressing what the right sexual conduct is now you are a follower of Christ. Chapter 7 is
not a treatise on marriage.

We will look today at verses 1 — 24.

The first line says 1 It is good for a man not to marry. Literally: /¢ is good for a man not to touch a woman.
Rather than be immoral each man should have his wife, this is the Lord’s divine wisdom prescribed for
preventing fornication and giving stability and many other benefits to both individuals and society as a whole.
Paul starts with the quick answer: 2 since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and
each woman her own husband.

In the church then — as is now - there would be those who had lived an immoral life before they were converted.
Because of the immorality our there — but also the immorality in here — it is good for the Christian to direct his
affections to his wife alone.

A new Christian with that desire to be Holy and different from those around should, if not married, be chaste and
celibate that is abstain.

Some however took this putting to death of their sexual desires even into their marriage. No, Paul says marriage
is the right place.

3 The husband should fulfil his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.
Paul answers the question ‘should couples continue with normal sexual relations after conversion?’ Yes, and they
owe it to each other to do so.

4 The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In a world where men dominated as it is so
often now, men would have been very happy with the statement.

But here comes the shock: In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone - but also to his wife.

Here is a statement that cut across the social norms. Christ’s teachings push against the grossly unfair practices
of the godless world. With Christ neither person has power over his own body alone, but has delivered it into the
power of the other, the wife hers into the power of the husband, the husband his into the power of his wife. Note,
Polygamy, or the marriage of more persons than one, as well as adultery, must be a breach of marriage-
covenants, for amongst other things it is a violation of the spouse’s rights.

All the way down the line Christian married couples honour each other - 5 Do not deprive each other except by
mutual consent

Something agreed between the two of you. Equally.

and for a time, what Paul is also saying is that there is a time and place. Christians do not live as aesthetics, we
are not monastic, we do not like the Roman Catholics forbid marriage and thus open up a pandoras box of lusts
and all the shameful practices that have resulted. No, the Lord has ordained the wonderful and safe institution of
marriage.

However, Christians are not to live for pleasure whatever it is, whether married or unmarried. so that you may
devote yourselves to prayer.

It sounds strange on the face of it. But prayer is not just speaking, prayer is an urgent business, prayer is a mind
caught up with the Lord. We come before the Lord humbly, reverentially, ever conscience of his awesomeness.
That is why prayer and fasting go together. You cannot pray earnestly with a chocolate éclair in your mouth. The
physical component of a marriage, part of the Lord’s blessing in marriage, must for a Christian be in check with
the spiritual, time for praying with your believing husband or wife. There’s a time and a place for both.

Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say this as a
concession, not as a command.

What about Paul? 71 wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift,
another has that.

What about Paul? Was he married? It looks like he was, Jeremiah 16:2 suggest only exceptionally did a Jew
remain unmarried. Probably the apostle was a widower. Paul said in Acts 26:10 ‘I cast my vote’ indicating he
belonged to the Sanhedrin, and a Rabbi in the Sanhedrin could only vote if he was married. He must have been
married. (1 Cor 9:4)
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It looks like he was a widower and then chose to stay single. Our previous minister made the same choice, many
do.

For some it is better, their loyalties are not divided, their full time can be given to serving the Lord; especially if
it’s an itinerant ministry or travelling missionary work. We will look at this more fully another day

Should the unmarried marry? goes the next question v8 Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: when he says
unmarried (Gk. agamos) it covers divorcee vi1, bachelor and widower, and this includes 'widowers' as Greek has
no special word for widower.

Paul commends celibacy. It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. but only for those with that gift. For some
people it is easier than others. 9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry
than to burn with passion.

We should all have self-control but there’s no point of enforced abstinence if it means being aflame with passion
— especially when you could marry. Sexual desire is natural, and marriage is given of God for its fulfilment.

Now the issue of divorce comes up “Is divorce permitted to a Christian couple?” No. 10 To the married I give this
command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband.

(not I, but the Lord) Paul is saying I don’t need to say much about this for the Lord has already spoken of it when
he was asked. mt. 5:32; 19:9)

Our vows are important and the words we say are heard by the Lord. Only in the case of adultery should the
parties break up, in a sense it has already happened. I am very impressed when I hear, as | have done a few times
of a wronged husband or wife forgive and remain together.

When I am asked about divorce I do speak of separation as an option. Separation is a practical way, maybe in a
crisis, of dealing with serious problems while at the same time still honouring the vows you made to the Lord.

If it’s world war III every time two people come together, or if there are such serious addiction or behavioural
issues then I see separation as a legitimate step. It is saying I still recognize the importance of marriage, and my
separating is not separating for anyone else. I think this is what Paul is means saying: 11 But if she does, she must
remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. In this the
marriage contact remains between the two parties to see whether the relationship, a relationship, can be resumed.

Next the question is what if my husband or wife is not a Christian? And this is more common than one would
think.

12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): This is an issue the Lord did not address, so Paul gives it more time. If
any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.

When the husband or wife is converted, should old relationships continue with the unbelieving spouse? Yes.
Despite the profound nature of conversion with it’s the sudden change of direction as I’ve mentioned - The
Christian is not to leave his or her unbelieving spouse.

When the Lord saved you, he knew what he was doing!

It is not a one-way street either as in Judaism or Islam where the man can divorce his wife but not the other way
round., 13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not
divorce him.

14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified
through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 14 The
unbelieving husband or wife is consecrated, i.e. not 'made personally holy' (6:11) as he or she is still unsaved v16,
but they somehow have a special relationship with God solely for the purpose of the marriage. Children of such a
union are similarly covered, presumably until of responsible age. OT Scriptures indicate divine blessings
extending to individuals' children and to their sphere of life (Gn. 17:7; 39:5). It doesn’t mean though that the children
should be treated as members of the people of God and baptized. Paul is saying that because of the Lord’s favour
to the believer the whole family is blessed even in a mixed marriage.

But what if the unbelieving husband or wife cannot cope with your new direction? 15 if the unbeliever leaves, let
him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.
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I have heard it said by one man that when his wife was converted he felt like he had lost his wife to another man,
- namely Jesus. That’s not far from the truth! All sorts of emotions rise, with all kinds of tensions.

But actually a man or woman who is Born Again by the Spirit of Jesus will be a better, more faithful husband or
wife than they were before!

However, the reality is that some unbelievers won’t be willing to cope or adjust and they will vote with their feet.
If that is the case with your non Christian spouse, then despite your best efforts and witness you cannot stop him
or her going. You are not to go, - nor are you to drive them out, - but if the other one goes then let them. In a way
there’s nothing you can do about it. If the other goes then you are not ‘bound’ in such circumstances.

At the end of the chapter in verse 39 A woman is ‘bound’ to her husband as long as he lives. That word bound is
strong, she is bound for life.

But the word bound here in v15 is weak word implying that the Christian is free to marry someone else—provided
he or she is a Christian v. 39. The guiding principle must be what tends to promote peace, for this it is God's
general will and purpose that Christians are to live at peace.

> Some couples deny the spiritual state of the other person because he or she comes to church with you - you
make assumptions about their faith, ‘it’s there somewhere’, even though there’s no evidence of it!

> Or you find the other view, I know my fiancé is not a Christian but comes to church, when we marry I firmly
believe the Lord will bring them through. You have no idea, if practice is anything to go by the odds are it won’t
happen, and you will have a lifetime of heartache.

16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will
save your wife?” If you are in a mixed marriage then you are in a missionary situation! Be strong in the Lord, be
faithful, and keep praying for their conversion 1 Pet. 3:1f.

Lastly

We have this general principle. When you become a Christian, stay put! 17 Nevertheless, each one should retain
the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. That is for all Christians, of all
time for he says This is the rule I lay down in all the churches.

Stay in the situation you are in for that is the most effective place for you to witness, to your family, your
network of friends.

Two examples are given the first is religious. 18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should
not become uncircumcised.

There are some scare stories about this. Circumcision was the sign of a man born Jewish. No-one is born a
Christian, we become a Christian and many do so from every conceivable religious background.

Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. You are glad to hear it. 19
Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God’s commands is what counts. And that law
which used to say ‘be circumcised’ is now the commandment to love, that you are loving. As Paul said to the
Christians in Galatia who were under pressure to do this for in Christ neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has
any value. They only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in love Gal 5:6

20 Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him.

And the second area is to remain where you are socially. Were you a slave when you were called? Don’t let it
trouble you. If a slave is converted, don’t mind your social status - as a Christian you have a new Lord, a new
boss. He would have you stay and be a man or woman of God right where you are. Eph. 6:5. 21 However if you can
gain your freedom, do so. I suspect there are no slaves here this morning!

But are you free? Jesus came to buy us freedom in heart 22 For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord
is the Lord’s freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is Christ’s slave.

Knowing the Lord alters everything. Turn from your sins and turn to Jesus Christ and you will be free from guilt,
free from judgment, free from condemnation on that last day. You will have power over your passions. You will
be delivered from the bondage to sin and death - and brought into Christ’s light and life. 23 You were bought at a
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price; and what a price, how he suffered to buy my freedom. But if you do not have Christ you are still a slave to

sin.

24 Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God called him to.”
> It is easy for Christians in countries where there’s antagonism or persecution to want to flee. It is

understandable. Christians in Eastern countries sometimes come to Bible colleges in the West, but then never go

back

The Lord saves people in certain places to be a witness where we are.
> And it is the Christians moral uprightness above all else that stood out and eventually changed the Roman

empire.

Christian moral standards stood apart from the moral of the day. So they should now in our post Christian

Britain. END
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