SCROLL DOWN FOR CANTONESE
KINGsS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 2" March 2025 10 am
Powerless man — Powerful God

Welcome

Hymn MP 41 At the Name of Jesus
Scripture Luke 4:14-22 (page 1031)

Prayer

Children’s talk Helena

Chorus MP 82 Cleanse me from my sin, Lord
Notices:

Prayer

Lord’s prayer
Reading Exodus 6:1-8 (page 62)

Hymn MP 924 Salvation belongs to our God.

Sermon Powerless man — Powerful God

Hymn MP 387 Jesus we celebrate your victory (disappear>he doth hear)
Prayer

Close

Prayer

Sound is invisible — but it is very real. You cannot see it. Show oscilloscope trace. There you can ‘see’ - the
invisible!

So in the OT we can see the Lord’s invisible working in rescuing a man or woman from their sin. The OT makes

visible the modern day miracle of conversion.

As Salvation is being saved from something - the book of Exodus, which is all about the ‘exit’, shows in glorious

technicolor the Lord God’s wonderful work in saving. Title: Powerless man — Powerful God

Look with me at chapter 6, especially v6-8. It is in three parts:

1 Freedom - 6 Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the
Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with
mighty acts of judgment.

The Lord promises to open the doors of the prison, to set the captives free, to enable a great escape. The Lord
does a mighty rescue.

Those set free do not run off in all directions never to be seen again, no they gather together to become the
Lord’s treasured possession. They become the Assembly, the church, standing in the presence of God.

2" ownership 7 I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.

This phrase is repeated throughout the Bible. At the time of the New Heaven and the New Earth ahead we read:
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. Rev 21:3

Knowing Him who is life fills me with praise, knowing my rich state before Him is all His doing fills me with
thanksgiving. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.

3" Hope - we rejoice and sing the song of salvation. 8 And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand
to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD."'"

We will enter the Glory to come pictured by the promised land. - Jesus is the land, the land is Jesus - we will
dwell with Him in perfection forever, with no fear, and in the fullness of Joy.

Here in Exodus we see salvation written on the large canvas of history.
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When someone is asked to give their testimony, - it is a testimony to what the Lord has done. x2. There are these
three components: The state [ was in before, what the Lord did, and who I now am. Do you have a testimony? If
so have you told others? — not of what you have done, for you can do nothing — but of what the Lord has done in
you?

We have at the beginning of this chapter 6:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, '""Now you will see what I will do to
Pharaoh: Because of my mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his
country."

you will see what I will do yes let us come and see what the Lord has done by his mighty hand.

How good it is to hear a story of rescue, remember that team of helpless footballers who had to be rescued in
2018 from their underwater cave? Which would otherwise have been their grave.

BCM retreat testimonies what a joy to hear of what the Lord had done.

Abraham was told of this coming rescue centuries before. The LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, (in other words they would come to Egypt) and they will
be enslaved (which is what happened) and ill-treated four hundred years. (which is what happened) But I will
punish the nation they serve as slaves, (which is what happened) and afterwards they will come out with great
possessions. Gen 15:13,14 (wWhich is what happened).

That promise included 4 to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens. The Lord will always do what
he says, they trusted him, so can you and I trust him. They, as we, have a future home.

Way back Abraham chose to bury Sarah in Canaan as a sign of his faith that the Lord would bring his covenant
people to this place Gen 23:2. Abraham was also buried there. So too was Isaac, Rachel was buried there at
Bethlehem. At the end of Genesis we read that at Joseph’s death his body was taken up and laid to rest in
Canaan.

The Lord’s chosen people are heaven-bound. The Lord’s people didn’t belong in Egypt — and the He was going
to bring them out.

There’s a quick overview, our key verse today is 6:6 I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke
of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with
mighty acts of judgment. What a promise!

Let’s look at slavery

Paul reminds the Christians in Galatia that before faith in Jesus came the Scripture declares that the whole world
is a prisoner of sin, ... held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. Gal 3:22,23

» It is the slavery of sin, the prison house of guilt.
The devil laughs. He laughs at the state a guilty man or woman is in before a Holy God.

It is a bit like school children shouting jests and jeers as someone is found out and about to be marched off and
punished

The devil knows two things:

Firstly - a Holy God must hold you at a distance. The true God can have no dealings with sin. That’s why the
devil’s false religions department is booming for the false gods he promotes are not holy, everyone can come as
they are, a little offering to appease conscience and then all is fine. But it isn’t, for those gods don’t exist.

Secondly - the devil knows the sinner cannot escape from his sin. As Jesus said, "everyone who sins is a slave to
sin.” John 8:34 Sin mars, it pollutes, it corrupts, it becomes our nature, that is why the sinner sins. It is our nature
from conception, passed down from parent to child - from our first parent and representative before God; Adam
and Eve.

Who can stop being selfish by their own power? Even the philanthropist gives - not for the God’s Glory - but for
his own reasons.

Every man or woman has their vices, it defines us. Is it a bad temper? Is it jealousy? Is it greed? A consummate
liar can’t stop lying, another is unable to stop swearing, another rarely keeps his or her word. So too the man or
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woman who talk endlessly - and of themselves. All are ignorant of the Lord who listens to everything. He hates
complaining and grumbling and will judge every careless word.

Onesimus the slave ran away — but he could not run away from himself - and when he reached Rome the
inference is he continued to steal.

How many move or try something new only to find they have taken the problem, their problem, with them.

» Failing to live as God made you and I to live leaves us trapped in a miserable servitude from which we are
powerless to escape.

I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. A yoke is like a harness, it restrains
us, we are under a yoke of slavery. Or one could better translate it the ‘burden’ of slavery.

Egypt is synonymous with slavery, it is the prison, it is the land of labour, there is toil, there is hardship, with no
sign of release. Here is a hard Pharoah who hates the people of God and tries to use them for his own purposes.
His many minions swing the whip just as Satan uses his agents the demons to do his bidding, his dirty work.

Sin has the sinner in his grip - held prisoner by the law that you and I failed to keep. This is how we all are as we
come into this world.

We are in a prison of darkness

Egypt may well be sun scorched but actually it is the land of darkness. Darkness and evil. Someone who is still
in darkness is kept back from the light. Their mind is taken captive. So it is with unbelief - and unbelief is sin.
There is a force at work keeping that person in that state. There is a veil over their eyes and they cannot see the
Glory of God. Even though we live in a world so obviously created, which is seen everywhere we look from the
smallest thing to the largest, and we now know more than ever about both ends of the spectrum. It shouts at us,
but our ears are blocked, and our eyes blind, we live in God’s great visual aid and yet cannot see what is before
our eyes. We rush in every direction except the one true way - for we cannot see the path. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. 2 Cor 4:4

Remember the parable of the Sower? - the word of God is sown in the hard soul, the hard heart — but the devil
quickly snatches it away.

Yes the devil bears the chains of confusion, he pretends to be an angel of light and yet he is the master of the
counterfeit. 2 Thess 2 tells us that Satan is the worker of all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and
in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. 2 Thess 2:9,10 How we succumb to this lie. How many
perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

The Lord in elevating us to the highest position as his creation hands us over to reap the consequences of what
we want. Don’t want God? Then you can have it that way: For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so
that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in
wickedness. 2 Thess 2:11,12

Who can see it? Some reach out for something higher and better but cannot grasp it because they are held by
their natural love of sin.

Now it is easy to see many people are held by their love of gambling, alcohol, drugs and so on. But even the
‘normal’ things hold us back from giving God his rightful place.

Those who won’t give up control, they love self, their family, their comforts, their apathy even their weaknesses
too much to serve another. I say weakness for we are told no coward will enter Heaven. A coward does not do
what he knows he should do. “I will not exert myself, I will not take that step, I will not change, I will not give
up my easy way”. This is cowardice, humanly speaking more people I believe do not become Christians today
because of cowardice than for any other reason. To know what you should do and not do it is sin. That person
remains in the prison of sin. One can see a force at work

The Lord will save
And yet living in this land of Egypt, held in this prison are two groups of people — those who belong here - and
those who don’t.

Remember the Lord will only rescue those he had promised to rescue.
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For others it is their eternal home. The enemy treats them well. The devil looks with favour on those who are his
and will always be so. “You are mine you don’t need to go anywhere, stay here in Egypt”

So it is that many go about their business in this world and are happy to do so. For all its problems they love it
here and make their home here.

Not so the people of God - In time we become awakened to our miserable state, we groan and long for our
release. Our home our citizenship is elsewhere and we long for a Saviour to come. It makes us call out and we
cry for mercy. The Lord hears: 5 I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and
I have remembered my covenant.

As the Lord remembered his covenant with Abraham so he the God of peace, remembers the eternal covenant in
the blood of His son Heb 13:20. The time comes for everyone of His chosen people to be taken out of the nation of
the world — we were once no people, become His people.

To bring them out of the powerful kingdom of the world means to confront a powerful Pharoah. He does not
want to let the Lord’s people go. He has to be overcome. He had to be forced to give them up. A battle was
joined.

Jesus with power over all evil authority said I drive out demons by the finger of God, that the kingdom of God will
come to you. The Lord’s mighty hand is his strong fighting hand, that is Jesus, the strong One. When a strong

man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and
overpowers him, he takes away the armour in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils Luke 11:20-22

We need not only someone who is strong - but we also need someone who is good. The devil had no hold on
Jesus for he obeyed the law of God fully, in every way, all of the time. That obedience is offered up

What a victory Christ bought on the cross When you were dead in your sins and living in a godless way, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that
was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers
and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. Col 2:13-15 - now he can set
the captives free and lead out the prisoners.

Hear what Paul says the Lord God has done for Christians For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Col 1:13,14
Saved out of — Saved into

When I left school and was going through my teenage years, I was really exercised as to how I should live. How
did those around me live? Everyone I knew was living for themselves. No exception. I did not know any
different way. Life seemed to just have one way, it was a prison — I had been born into it - and did not know
there was anywhere ‘out there’. Whatever I then tried trapped me and left me miserable.

But the Lord was merciful to me, the LORD set this prisoner free. Ps 146:7

How about you? Is the writer of psalm 107 speaking of you when he says Some sat in darkness and the deepest
gloom, prisoners suffering in iron chains, for they had rebelled against the words of God and despised the counsel of
the Most High. So he subjected them to bitter labour; they stumbled, and there was no-one to help. How hopeless.
How wretched. How miserable is the lot of the unsaved.

If that is you, will you like the prodigal son in his misery, come to your senses and with a repentant heart leave
behind your life of self and sin? The cross is before you, that is where you go. Those the psalmist wrote of did.
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. He brought them out of
darkness and the deepest gloom and broke away their chains. Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing
love and his wonderful deeds for men, for he breaks down gates of bronze and cuts through bars of iron. Psalm 107:10-
16

Christ has done everything. He became a slave to sin on the cross that you can have his freedom. Come now and
make it yours, by faith. Do this and you will discover that true freedom is given through faith in Jesus Christ. Gal
3:23

In Christ is rescue, In Christ is release, In Christ is transfer to a new destiny. In Christ is Hope. He is able to
qualify you to share in the inheritance as one of God’s people in the kingdom of light. Col 1:12

Israel had a story to tell, a story of a great deliverance it is their joint national testimony of rescue. We see this as
more hostages are freed from prison. There’s such joy. Make sure you have you been freed. END
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