KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH SCROLL DOWN FOR CANTONESE

Sunday 16" March 2025 10 am
The rich man and Lazarus - Too late - for a great chasm is fixed

Welcome

Hymn CH 7 Give to our God immortal praise (skip v2)
Scripture Isaiah 40:21-31 (page 724)

Prayer

Children’s talk Ex 30:13, 38:26b, Nu 7:2c¢, John 5:24,25

Chorus MP 135 Father in heaven how we love you
Notices: Host Thursdays, City Mission Training programme

Notices, sharing & prayer time
Reading Luke 16:19-31 (page 1050)

Hymn MP 997 Jesus lover of my soul

Sermon Too late — for a great chasm is fixed

Hymn MP 372 Jesus, lover of my soul (Caroline Bowles 2:50)
Prayer

Close

Prayer

The military disaster in the Cuban bay of pigs was due to wishful thinking and the ignoring of evidence. The
high losses at Arnhem in 1944 when Allied soldiers suffered greatly happened because they gave little regard to
the know presence of German artillery. Many have died because important warnings were ignored. Disregarding
a warning is fatal.

The title this morning is: Too late, too late - for a great chasm is fixed.

This week we are to look at another of Jesus’ parables. Yet is this a ‘parable’? Jesus’ parables used real life
situations; the farmer and his seed, the lost coin or the lost sheep. Here, while the people are symbolic, the places
are real. Here we see the state of the good and the bad in this world and their corresponding destiny in the world
to come.

Here, as it were, the curtain is drawn back. Here we see what is ‘the other side’. It lets us see ‘the other world’. It
shows us all what is ahead. This is so we may be prepared. So that you and I may know — and be prepared!
Isn’t that what wise men and women do- look ahead?

Here’s a warning sign. Warning signs are designed to grab our attention

In chapter 15 the parable of the prodigal son displays the wonderful grace of God and exposes the wrong attitude
toward people. Chapter 16 opens by showing us the sinful use of material possessions. To this the Pharisees
responded by sneering at Jesus. He now set before them a warning sign intended to make those mockers serious.
Warnings of the wrath of God are designed to stir and awaken us before it is too late.

This parable found in verses 19-31 is a climax combining the two. It describes the terrible result of the selfish
handling of both wealth and people. The "rich man" of this parable completely neglected to make right use of his
wealth. Being wealthy he was "highly regarded" by men, - but his selfishness made him "disgusting in God's
sight" 16:15. How opposite he was to the Samaritan who cared.

This parable is a warning. The gospel has two sides, an appeal — and a warning. To the humble hearted it is the
gospel of God’s grace, the appeal. But for the proud it is Gospel of God’s wrath, a warning.

“19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.

Purple signified great wealth and was worn by those who lived in constant luxury, such as Herod a man who
never appeared except in great magnificence. Obtaining purple dye from the shellfish was an expensive process
so a purple outer garment, such as worn by this rich man was often reserved for royalty. Beneath this was worn a
fine linen undergarment.
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This man lived in luxury every day, in dazzling splendour day in, day out. It means he was not just rich, but as we
say ‘filthy rich’, a show-off, a strutting peacock. He wanted everybody to know that he was rich.

He was in love ... with himself. His table was always full of food, he fared deliciously and sumptuously every
day. Little did he know that there are dangers in plenty and pleasure. It is easy to forget others, it is easy to forget
God, and it is easy to forget the world to come.

» This indulgence of his body would be the ruin of his soul.

In some versions we read Dives = Latin for a rich man. But we don’t know the rich man’s name. For all his
prosperity and position the Lord will make sure he won’t be remembered, he’ll be quickly forgotten.

Jesus speaks of another man 20 At his gate was laid a beggar. Here are two men, one wealthy and one poor. The
inference is that the rich man saw the beggar there, perhaps passed him every day, even stepped over him, and
yet would share nothing with him. How easily he could have helped, but he was blind, pitiless, unconcerned for
the needs of another.

This man is named Lazarus. Eleazar or Lazarus means the help of God.

Lazarus is covered with sores 21 and longed to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. But he couldn’t, he just lay
there infirm and hungry. It is a picture of destitution for even the dogs came and licked his sores, painful bloodied
sores which dogs licked as if he was already dead. Lazarus had no strength himself to ward them off. Where
these hounds or dogs kennelled by the rich man to please his fancy and fed to the full while poor Lazarus could
not get enough to keep himself alive? Those who feed their dogs but neglect the poor will have a great deal to
answer for at the judgment.

» Jesus is speaking to those who, like the pharisees, love money, those wealthy but unwilling to share anything
with those in need.

Lazarus was God’s child. Yet he was poor, the poorest. Do not fall for thinking that being a Christian means
being materially prosperous, no.

Then they both died. 22 The time came when the beggar died. The poor die first. The rich man also died and was
buried no doubt quite a funeral.

As Job said one his body well nourished, his bones rich with marrow while another dies in bitterness of soul, never
having enjoyed anything good, side by side they lie in the dust, and worms cover them both. Job 21:24-26.

But that is where the similarity ends - on that day the tables were turned

and the angels carried the poor man to Abraham’s side. Abraham’s bosom is one of the Jewish pictures of heaven.
When asked about being alone when you die Billy Graham said “the Bible indicates that when we die we will not

be alone, but angels will accompany us on our journey to heaven (if that is your destiny). When wealth is lost,
nothing is lost; when character is lost, all is lost” he said.

» Now the poor man became rich - and the rich man became poor.

What becomes of the rich man? 23 In hell, in hell, it is so direct, it is so immediate, it’s chilling. In hell, where he
was in torment, Oh the misery of hell. All those missed chances, An endlessness conscience suffering, full of
pain, full of misery, full of regret with no end in sight.

The once rich man looked up and saw Abraham far away, X2 with Lazarus by his side. Now he sees Lazarus, x2 -
that same Lazarus whom he had stepped over with so much scorn and contempt as not worthy of his notice, he
now sees preferred, and to be envied. Did the sight of him bring to mind his own cruel and barbarous conduct
towards him? Did the sight of him in that happy state make his own misery the more grievous?, certainly. Oh
how different it could have been.

24 So he called to him, se cried to him, in earnest he cried aloud as one in pain and misery, mixing shrieks with his
petitions. He used to command aloud — he now begs aloud, - louder than ever Lazarus did at his gate.

‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
because I am in agony in this fire.’

‘send Lazarus’ he calls to Abraham who in this description represents Christ — now he wants him. The day is
coming when wicked men will clammer to those made righteous. To Jesus who has been long ignored.
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I am in agony in this fire.” such the wrath of God is. Nothing is more painful and terrible to the body than to be
tormented with fire; this is how the miseries and agonies of damned souls are represented.

have pity on me, have mercy on me. But the day of mercy is over. Offers of mercy are no more made. It is foo late
x2. Does he that had no mercy on Lazarus, expects Lazarus to now have mercy on him?

No. There will be no end to your torment, for the Lord is Just, sin will be found out, and sin punished. 25
Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.

Remember x2. How is your memory? In old age it goes, but one day all will be come back, all will be
remembered. We tend to forget the bad things and remember the good times, yet what will be brought to mind
will be those forgotten overlooked sins; that failure to thank God for your life and strength, that refusal to have
Christ as your Lord.

26 “And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to
you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.””

» You cannot cross, it’s too late, it’s too late, It’s not possible.

Human ingenuity has done very much to bridge great gulfs. The world is full of bridges that span vast
distances. Scarcely is there a river or gulf that man has not leaped over. Every gorge or chasm has a bridge
connecting one side to another.

There is, however, one gulf which no human skill or engineering shall ever be able to bridge. There is one
chasm, a great chasm which no wing shall ever be able to cross, no bridge span. It is the gulf which divides the
world of eternal joy - with the world of eternal misery.

a great chasm has been fixed - No one can span heaven and hell, there is no passage from one to the other. Long
enough were the righteous mingled with the wicked—sufficient was the evil time in which the wheat was choked
with the tares. Quite long enough was the chaff laid upon the same floor side by side with the wheat. The patient
farmer waited as they grew together. Finally the time for harvest came.

There is no chance to change after you have left this world. There is no second chance, no purgatory from which
you can be released to heaven.

» God in a great decree has forever shut the righteous in with holiness, with happiness, with God. All others are
shut out. Like the foolish virgins who came and found the door closed — they were oo late.

“Then help my family, send a preacher!” 27 ‘I beg you... send Lazarus to my father’s house, 28 for I have five
brothers. He pleads for his family.

Let him warn them, Yes preachers are sent to warn so that they will not also come to this place of torment’ for
there 1s no rest in Hell. It is labour in the fire, no ease, no peace, no sleep, no calm, no quiet—it is one long
everlasting storm, there is no pause in Hell's torments.

Let him warn them No. Abraham denies him this too. No request is granted in hell. Do not pray for those
departed, it’s foo late!

29 ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; The word of God is before them. let them listen to them.” But they won’t “it
is not enough” they say. You have in front of you the word of God in all its fullness, do you too say in your heart
“it’s not enough” x2

30 ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

> Foolish men are apt to think that any method is better than that which God has chosen and appointed.

Yes we do have Moses - and the prophets, - and the whole counsel of God. But do you want something more?,
more up-to-date, more visible, something new, something more impressive, more extraordinary, something of
high drama? Can you image a man appearing from the grave, say this was a large Anglican church surrounded by
its graveyard, can you image someone lifting up his coffin-lid, coming out of his tomb and jumping to his feet.
How exciting that would be, the news would travel far and wide, the social media would be full of it. Film crews
and people would come rushing for all corners of the world to see and hear him! What place in this wide world
would be large enough to hold the astonished crowd! What a spectacle! Your ears would attend to his every
word.
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What if he then called out for you to repent of your sins? surely this would make you turn? A call to change from
your ungodly habits?

» Would anyone do it? Would it make a difference? No, it wouldn’t.

And why? That messenger from the dead could say no more than what is already said in the scriptures, nor say it
with more authority.

If you do not know the road to hell and the road to heaven from the Bible itself, you would never know it at all.
No book could is clearer, no revelation is more distinct, no testimony so plain. The Lord’s way is the witness of
Scripture, His word is what the Lord commands to be preached to this dead world.

31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead.’

If a man will not listen to Moses and the prophets, Christ and the apostles, they would not be persuaded, though a
man rose from the dead. Did Mary and Martha run to their brother Lazarus to find out about life after death?
(another Lazarus), there’s no sign of it. In all the Bible there’s no account that anyone who returned from the
grave spoke one word of what they saw while they were dead!

When Eutychus was raised to life, the people that were present continued to hear Paul preach, did they turn to
enquire of Eutychus? No. Ac20:10-11. Do not look to visions or apparitions or the dead. Take note rather of the
law and to the testimony (Isa 8:19-20).

» This (hold up the Bible) is the sure word of God, if you do not respond to this, then you will not respond to
anything.
If a churchyard full of people should stand up this would not be enough evidence, if every man and every
woman in all the churchyards in the world where to come alive, this would not convince you. Unbelief still cries
for something more, it is never satisfied!

» Oh the deadness of the human heart, how filled with unbelief.

There are many who live in open sin, they are generally outside the church. But who in here this morning has -
despite your pleasantness—no love for God. The truth is you have not been born again. You have never crossed
over and passed from death unto life.

That was the detestableness of the pharisees, they thought they pleased God, but they didn’t. They lived a double
life, a sham, a life offensive to God for it gave the appearance of being Christ-like, but wasn’t. They had never
laid hold of Jesus, and why? For they loved their sin too much. Who here has that same independent spirit?
Which sin is hindering you? Stop it, now, before it is too late. Failure to do so, to do nothing - will mean being
surely cast into Hell.

Or is it pride blocking the way to Christ. You think yourselves good enough, and you think that Christ is not for
such as you are, but only for those bad people. Throw your pride down, humble yourself, come as a sinner must
come, and lay hold of Jesus Christ who can save your soul.

Tremble at his Holy law, be conscious that you deserve His wrath, Look to Jesus the Saviour who bled and died.
Trust in Him and you will be saved. The moment you do - you will cross over from death to life.
Do what Jesus says "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter

and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and
pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.” ""But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ Luke 13:24,25

Preaching is the means of drawing people from one side to the other.

Jesus Christ has been preached to you, do not rejected him. The way to Heaven has been set open before you,
turn to Him now while you can. There still is a road from earth to Heaven for the sinner, whatever you have
done, however bad it is — that way is at this moment still open to you. Has the Lord been appealing to you? You
can today find mercy through the Divine Grace of Jesus. Now is the time to be brought across

But one day preaching will end. Once that last breath has come there can be no more pleading, it will be too late
— the great chasm is fixed.

Jesus said “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich towards God.” Lu 12:21
Make sure you are heaven bound. Let us sing our final him as a prayer Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy
bosom fly, hide me o my Saviour, till the storm of life is past; safe into the haven guide, O receive my soul at last!
Amen END
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