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Prayer

< I wonder if there’s anyone in your family tree that you’ve learned from? Or been inspired by? Or maybe
thought 'I don’t want to make the same mistakes they did’! I suspect there is.

This is what the Corinthian Christians were told to do, check out their ancestors! And who exactly is Paul

referring them to? These Christians lived in southern Greece. They are Greeks, from a long line of Greeks, proud

of their history as a strong, sophisticated, advanced, cultured civilization. One that became foundational to the

western world.

But Paul is saying actually your forefathers are Hebrews. Your forefathers in the faith are Hebrews. You must
look to them.

If you are a Christian here this morning then whether you are English, Nigerian, from Hong Kong, Asia, West
Indies all of us must read this: the Tanakh, the Jewish Writings. You must look here, in your language.

I wonder how you view the OT? Do you struggle with it? Do you find it, too difficult, too different, too far
removed from today with all those complicated laws, and too distant in culture, in time, and in geography?

Don’t give up, persevere, do not be ignorant of it, as Paul said to them, so he says to us 1 I do not want you to be
ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea. Don’t be
ignorant of them, if you are, it will be at your peril.

Every Israelite traced their family tree back to Abraham.

Every Christian as we live by faith, we are told in Galatians, is a child of Abraham, the man of faith, he is our
father in the faith. Every Christian is a spiritual descendant of Abraham, and the people of God then, the church
then, are our forefathers in the faith. We must read about them, learn from them, and be warned by them. So
every Christian should read and make every effort to know the OT well. Do not neglect it. x2

Paul knows what is going on in Corinth. Christians there were getting caught up with the gross idolatry of the
city. This was causing them to sin and produce in them a distorted view of God. A God weak and placid and who
winked at sin. This is a really important passage for us in an age marked by a sentimental view of God. We love
the ‘blessings’ - but not the obligations. The result is a life far from Christ’s, our great example.

The church in the OT is set as an example before the Corinthians, and us.
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This is not just of academic interest. Paul makes this comparison to show that just as we share in the same
privileges, we will also, if we’re not careful, share in the same punishments. Paul is saying that the way God
dealt with them - is the way he will deal with us, despite OT laws and external appearances - in the things that
matter, it is all the same.

vib they were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptised into Moses. Baptised as
we are. They were brought under obligation to Moses’s law and covenant, as we are by baptism in Jesus, brought
under obligation to Christ’s law and covenant.

in the cloud and in the sea. Just image the water pilled up high and the cloud overhead, they disappeared from
sight as it were under the water on the one side - and rose again - no longer in the land of slavery - but in the land
of the free, the land of the living as it is called, that is in Christ.

» Have you been baptized? Have you passed through, and crossed over?

Paul wants us to see just how similar their life was - for they too followed Christ, He was their all in all - as he is
ours 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual
rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.

The Christians in Corinth would not shun their immoral and idolatrous surroundings. Christian baptism is
declaring that I am now dead to that old life - and the old ways and now set apart for new Holy life in Christ.
This they did not do. In ch. 8 Paul had to correct them on their shallow view of Christian liberty and how they
were taking idolatry lightly; next he corrects the casual way they took the Lord's Supper. Baptism and the Lord’s
support were not just nice charms and religious add-ons.

We have tremendous privileges in Christ, but do we honour him in them? Paul says in 11:19 No doubt there have
to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. This he now illustrates from the OT.

'all' is repeated five times in vv. 1-4. all were under the cloud and they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all
baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. And literally it say All the same spiritual drink, all the same
spiritual food. All of them were privileged - they started well — but not all honoured the Lord, they failed to make
it to the end. As Paul said in 9:24 all ran the race but few won the prize. So we read 5 God was not pleased with
most of them; so beware their bodies were scattered over the desert.

» Sorry no feel-good sermon here. The sobering message is that if we are like them - then as God dealt with
them - so he will deal with us.

The fact that this passage is here, means we cannot say “well that was then, the Lord doesn’t do that with
Christians today”. To say that is to remove the warning and destroy the force of the comparison. No, says Paul,
it’s precisely the opposite, there is no such dissimilarity between us and the Israelites, - hence the mention of
baptism and of Christ — we cannot say our situation is different from theirs. That’s the whole point.

» We too are threatened with judgments just as they were. We must avoid the same sins if we are to avoid the
same punishments. We must not do not do as they did, lest we suffer as they suffered.

Let us take heed. The Israelites in the desert had forgotten what it was to be called out by a Holy God. Have we?
A Holy God who said to them “be Holy because I am holy” says to us today “be holy, because I am holy.”

Do you read the Bible and then apply it to - others? No. These are living words not only for them, but for us, for
you and for me. What those Hebrews went through s occurred as examples — they were not just written down for
our instruction, rebuke and correction, - they actually happened not only to them and for them — but for us too,
you and [, now here today.

Again repeated in vi1 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, - And
why? to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did bracketing what we are avoid in v7-10

So what evil are we to avoid this morning? Is it the problem of idolatry? Yes, yes. You could say every problem
stems from idolatry. v7 Do not be idolaters, and we end with vi4 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.”
And in the middle? The sins and consequences of idolatry.

The Corinthian Christians were worldly and cocksure, they’d fallen in with the city’s idolatry. Paul is saying
‘watch out, beware’ 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were who sat down to eat and drink and got up to
indulge in pagan revelry." As they did with the Golden calf in Ex. 32:6.
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Is substituting the true God for a false one the source of all sin? Yes. Wasn’t that what happened in the Garden of
Eden? Satan presented a wrong view of God, a god who is not good, one that holds things back, one we don’t
need to fully obey. That is a false god.

The Corinthian Christians, like the Israelites in the desert sat down to eat and drink and took part in the sacrifices
offered to false gods.

% “I don’t do that” you say. Do you though worship at the altar of a god of comfort, ‘soft and cuddly’, one
who requires little of me?

R/

v8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did.

Sexual immorality is idolatry. For the Christians replacing the Lord with an alternative deity as the city of Corinth
did often resulted in fornication.

The word translated sexual immorality in the NIV is 4202 porneia meaning fornication 4203. fornication the AV and
others translate it more clearly.

In Corinth was a temple dedicated to Venus (that is, to lust), with above a thousand priestesses belonging to it, all
common prostitutes. Sexual immorality was part and parcel of temple worship in Corinth. These Christians lived
in a corrupt city — just as we do. Today, fornication is normal, expected and rarely spoken against. It may happen
out there — but it must not happen in here. Hence this important caution.

In a church in Nuneaton an unmarried girl became pregnant and they said nothing about it. 'If we say
something she or others might leave. They kept silent. I wonder if they even heard ‘aah a new baby’. No,
she needs to confess and repent, if she won't, then kick her out.

— and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. Paul points to a judgment by plague which swept off
thousands Nu. 25:1-9

9 We should not test the Lord, as some of them did. Testing is to see how far you can go in ignoring or defying
what the Lord has told you to do.

It’s to continually keep the Lord out of this area of your life, or that area of your life, your finances, your time,
your body or your mind, is that always occupied with other things, vain things? - this is the test the Lord.

—and were Kkilled by snakes.

10 And do not grumble, as some of them did. Do not grumble the word is fo mutter, to murmur:-- can you hear the
muttering and grumbling gogguzo; gogguzo. They quarrelled, grumbled and murmured against God and against
Moses his minister.
¢ Are you a grumbler? Do you join in with those around who grumble day and night? ‘She has done this,
he hasn’t done that’, grumble, grumble, grumble.

Yes there is always something wrong in this fallen world, but don’t grumble about it. God is listening to every
word and he hates grumbling x2 - Grumbling always ends up at God’s door, it is rebellion against God, and it
always invokes divine judgment - for this many Israelites were killed by the destroying angel. (The Destroyer Ex.
12:23)

This is a passage of warnings. Warnings are good. A loving God gives warnings. All through the Bible the
trumpet sounds, ‘beware, ‘there’s danger’, ‘watch out’, like a long line of road signs. They keep us from crashing
our lives with sudden temptations and falling into sin. These historic events happened as warnings. As there were
consequences when they sinned — so there will be for us when we sin. We must hear that!

Don’t warn and you do two things:

A church that no longer warns and maintains its holiness, one that lets sin go as they did in Nuneaton will find it
harder to correct it next time. The result is that the whole course of the church veers off its road to Glory.

» Secondly in grieving the Lord we invoke his anger against his church.

You may look at the OT passage and say ‘it was different then’, when they sinned they were all struck down in
the desert, the Lord doesn’t work that way these days, no. The judgment in the desert was in two ways,
banishment from the camp or struck down with a plague or such like. The result is essentially the same, for to
leave the camp in the desert, is to die, for they leave the only means of being kept alive.

» Their exclusion from the earthly Canaan for their unbelief, equals the exclusion of many under the gospel
from the heavenly Canaan.
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When the church in Corinth was told to expel the unrepentant immoral man from among them 1 Cor 5, it is like
him leaving the camp, there is nowhere else he can live out his life. There’s only one body of Christ.

Failure to purge evil from among the Lord’s Holy people invites His judgment. That’s why church discipline is
so important, it saves the church from the Lord’s judgment.

So how do the Lord judgments come today in the NT?

Firstly through suffering. Turn over the page to 11:29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognising the
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a
number of you have fallen asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 1 Cor 11:29-31

In the desert they sinned by putting the Lord to the test. We test the lord today when we’re unresponsive to Him.
To disregard the teaching of the Holy Son of God is to bring the Lord’s judgments - onto ourselves.
< In some health and prosperity churches you will hear a lot about God punishing you if you don’t do

enough or give enough. They present a metaphysical, mechanical god. That is a god who, if you pull this
lever you have a blessing - and if you fail to do that then you bring sickness and suffering on yourself.

As a result of this wrong teaching we generally do the opposite and disconnect, de-couple conduct from
suffering. We are horrified to think that my trouble and suffering is in any way due to me grieving the Holy
Spirit and disobeying the One who bought me. We think ‘he hasn’t struck me down, it’s OK” and test His
patience. You won’t hear sermons on this, but it’s here. There is a connection between the two. We see this in
James 5. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in
the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If
he has sinned, he will be forgiven x2. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you
may be healed. 5:14f.

See the connection between sin and sickness? We are very quick to ask for prayer for sickness, we can and
should pray for each other in this, but it’s over emphasized and reflects a worldly concern. We do not find many
health and safety prayers in the Bible.

It is our duty to pray and watch out for each other to be spiritually healthy and that we all walk obediently with
the Lord. Then we will save each other from wandering blindly to the cliff’s edge. James goes on: My
brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever
turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins. Jas 5:19-20 There
it is again; unrepentant sin brings His judgment.

So think about it. I am not going to say your sickness is because of this or that, I don’t know, although sometimes
I have an idea. He knows, you may well know, and you should ask, and at the same time judge yourself, square
your conduct with the Lord’s will for you as revealed in His word.

There was sexual immorality amongst the Christians in Pergammon and Thyatira. Jesus spoke against those who
did so saying they would suffer intensely unless they repented of their ways. So suffering is there.

The other way churches are disciplined is seen in what Jesus says to the church at Ephesus: Repent and do the
things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. Re 2:5

Jesus will take their light away. He will withdraw himself so there is no light left. One church I knew of some
years ago closed because they sensed the Lord had departed. I know of another church that closed and
then reopened nearby by to accept only Born Again active Christians. Some churches do nothing, say nothing
and slowly - while they look outwardly like churches - end up with no light of truth. Christ is removing His
lampstand. The church in Nuneaton is no longer there.

12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! the Christians at Corinth in pride and self-
confidence were heading for a fall.

Let us be on our guard. Let us constantly judge ourselves, self-examine, make sure we are living a life faithful to
him. We as Christians will be tempted with testing and trials but remeber 13 No temptation has seized you except

what is common to man. God stretches and strengthens faith, but remember that when all seems against you God
is faithful. He keeps his promises and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.

Don Wrapson a Minister and Hospital chaplain when he was my neighbour went through some tough trials.

He was mugged in the street, and a terrible neighbour took him to court- I thought why him and not me? I
think it was because he was more Godly than me.
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Our Lord knows what we can bear, and what we can bear he will, in his wise providence, administer in
proportion to what we can handle. He will take care that we are not overcome. And when you are tempted, he will
also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. - Provide a way out, literally make the way of escape. The
Greek suggests an army trapped in the mountains escaping out through a narrow pass.

When tested remember either He will end the trial itself, or the sting of it. There’s no valley so dark that he can’t
find a way through it, no affliction so severe that he can’t prevent, or remove, or enable us through it - to our
eternal advantage. That is the true God, always faithful, always Holy. Let us learn from our shared ancestors!
and flee from idolatry. END
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