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KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 24" August 2025
Gospel reach — the parable of the yeast

10 am

Welcome Philippians 2
Hymn MP 45 At your feet wee fall
Scripture Psalm 33 (page 560)
Prayer
Children’s talk
Chorus MP 11 All hail King Jesus
MP 1037 Blessing and honour, glory
and power
Notices: Masefield planning feedback, Police

cards (Vanessa)
Gift Aid requirements (Wakeem)
Fellowship picnic next Sunday

Zoom on Tuesday, Tudor House on
Wednesday

Prayer time & Lord’s prayer

Reading Luke 13:18-23 (page 1047) (see also
Matthew 13:31-33)

Isaiah 54:1-3 (page 741)
Hymn MP 1087 Lord I come before Your
throne of grace (3:26)

Sermon Gospel reach — the parable of the
yeast

Hymn
Prayer
Close

MP 178 Go forth and tell

Prayer

= Recently Coca-Cola teamed with Microsoft’s
Azure Al to launch a campaign that engaged
consumers across 43 markets and 26
languages enabling 1 million user interactions
in just three weeks.

= The Coca-Cola company campaigns strongly,
tirelessly, relentlessly throughout the world in
its mission that everyone should drink coke -
and because they have made sure it is
available everywhere - people everywhere can
and do.

Jesus commands us, his disciples, to take the gospel
to the whole world. If that is what the world does to
sell a sugary drink that rots your teeth how much
more should we, the sole carries of the one message
of peace with God, make every effort to campaign
strongly, tirelessly and relentlessly to see the gospel
is available everywhere - so that people
everywhere, as many as possible, can hear it - and
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do hear it?

The sermon this morning is entitled ‘gospel reach’
x2

The parable we are looking at is given in answer to
Jesus’ rhetorical question in v18 "What is the
kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to?
The answer comes in one verse, v21, It is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of
flour until it worked all through the dough." It is
there exactly the same, word for word, in Matthew
13:33.

Here in Luke as in Matthew the parable is twinned
with the mustard seed.

The mustard seed is all about growth — the yeast is
all about saturation. The Kingdom of God is like
yeast, yeast that is worked in, yeast that permeates,
yeast that diffuses throughout the dough. This
couplet speaks of Kingdom growth - and Kingdom
reach. It is all about reach.

So as we look at this parable the first question is

What does the yeast represent?

The word for yeast or leaven as the AV has it, is 2219
gun zume (dzoo’-may). It is probably from »u ‘zeo’
meaning to ferment as if boiling up.

Many times in the OT it refers to unleaven bread, or
bread made without yeast. There the yeast
represents sin. The picture is that sin has a very
pervasive tendency. Yeast is a metaphor for
inveterate moral corruption, something to be
strongly resisted, because like those weeds, it gets
everywhere. Sin infects everything it comes into
contact with.

As yeast represents sin so at the Passover when they
come to bring their worship they are told for seven
days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the
first day remove the yeast from your houses, for
whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first
day until the seventh must be cut off from Israel. Ex
12:15

Our worship must be pure and without sin. It is only
acceptable through the Passover offering made with
unleaven bread representing Jesus the perfect
sacrificial lamb. For our lives to be lived as
acceptable worship the corrosive, corrupting
influence of sin must be removed. Paul says to the
church in Corinth Your boasting is not good. Don’t
you know that a little yeast works through the whole
batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may
be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. For
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old
yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with
bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.
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Christians are that new batch, that new batch
without yeast. As we’ve been freed from sin by
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, we must be rid of all
sin because if any is left, even a little, then even that
little yeast will work through the whole batch of
dough? So remove it.

Gossip in the church quickly spreads everywhere,
idleness, greed, etc.,

In this parable, however, yeast is used not because
it represents sin, but because it has the same
pervasive effect. Take that yeast or leaven even in
the smallest of quantities and it does by its nature,
influence thoroughly whatever it comes into contact
with. A little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough? Don’t you know that Paul says, yes we do
know.

Jesus is saying that as yeast has a strong effect so
too does the Kingdom of God. An example could
be that of a computer virus that once inside it
goes everywhere. Or a cancer cell that spread
throughout the body.

= But you could turn it positively and say that a
small quantity of medicine can effect the
whole body for good. A minute quantity of
Iron remove anemia or Vitamin C remove
scurvy, cardiovascular disease, eye diseases
even reduce risk of Cancer.

So Jesus says the Kingdom of God must as it does
good not only grow but spread out. It is to spread
and reach everywhere.

But what is meant by the Kingdom of God? The
Kingdom of God is where God is King, or Jesus is
King. Every area or domain that submits to his
authority becomes his dominion. It has come under
his good rule. God has for his people rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of the Son he loves, Col 1:13

And what is the means by which a person comes in
to the Kingdom of God? - or the Kingdom of God
to come to them? It is the word of God — and that
being effective in that person’s life. Faith comes
through hearing.

Jesus uses yeast to describe the teaching of the
Pharisees "Be careful," Jesus said to them. "Be on
your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees." No, Jesus is not talking about bread he
was... telling them to guard against the teaching of
the Pharisees and Sadducees. Matt 16:6,12

Here yeast is teaching. Their teaching was
spreading everywhere and doing much harm, as
false teaching does today. While yeast can be used
in a bad sense denoting immorality, malice,
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wickedness or false doctrine as with the Pharisees
and Sadducees, here it is taken in a good sense. The
Gospel is likened to its small quantity - and its great
effect.

In the parallel passage in Matthew 13 the whole
chapter is about how the Kingdom of God comes.
Starting with the sowing of the seed, the word of
God, and then from small beginnings it grows, the
mustard seed, and spreads out like the yeast, and
how valuable it is; the treasure in the field and the
pearl of great price. It finishes with the final
judgment of the good and bad fish, those people
who have either born fruit from the word of God
sown in their heart, or those that did nothing with it.
Yeast is teaching.

Here in the next verse what do we immediately see?
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages,
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.

» So if the yeast is teaching, what is done with this
yeast or teaching?

This woman took it, x2. She has grabbed some, she

has taken a handful, The teaching is out of the

bottle whichever way you wish to describe it.

That is the first point. The word of God must be

used, it must be put to work. The farmer grabs a

handful and scatters it. It should be proclaimed, in

every way it is to be broadcast, spoken abroad,

scattered, we must bring the truth of it into our

everyday speech, let us gossip the gospel.

As yeast 1s living - so is God’s word living, it has a

life of its own.

= Sitting in your cupboard that cool and dry
packet of yeast is inactive. But mix it into that
dough, a moist environment with nutrients
such as sugar, heat it up and it becomes
‘active’. The tiny organisms wake up and begin
eating and making carbon dioxide. As you wait
for it to rise the dough appears to be growing,
but what is really happening is that you're
giving the tiny yeast organisms time to eat
and create small pockets, or bubbles of carbon
dioxide inside the dough which is what makes
the dough seem to grow larger leading to
fluffy bread!

God’s word too is alive, it appears dormant but it
has a life of its own.

Moses said of God’s word They are not just idle
words for you - they are your life. By them you will
live De 32:47 Stephen said God’s living words have
been passed on to us. Ac 7:38 As Jesus said of his
words: The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for
nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit
and they are life. Joh 6:63
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» Spurgeon said: ‘Defend the Bible? Why I would
rather defend a lion. Let it loose! Let it
loose! The Bible will defend itself.’
This yeast, this word, is mixed in, it is kneaded into
the dough. Kneading is hard work. This woman has
to work at it, it requires effort as the dough resists
being pushed and pulled. But we must work it in.
The devil will do all he can to hinder it, he wants
every heart to be like that pathway; hard, hard, to
see the word, the seed bounce off. We must break
up the soil so the word can penetrate, the seed needs
to sink into the soil as yeast needs to be worked into
the bread.
The Good News papers have been distributed
locally for years. We don’t hear much back from
them. As an area is covered they are designed to
break up the ground, to extend gospel reach.
Can you take some out? When you walk the dog,
give them to other dog walkers, put some in your
bag, leave them in a surgery waiting room...
There is plenty of scope especially in a city. It’s that
large amount of flour. It is a huge quantity 22 litres
representing the whole world. It is not a small
amount meaning just a few, but everyone. The task
it great. We are to go into the whole world, every
man and women on earth is to be told.
= It is no good telling your neighbour and that is
it. It's no good speaking of the Lord once, to
one person in six months. This is to produce a
strange incomplete loaf that’s only risen in
places.
No, we are to keep going, keep at it until all is done
- until it worked all through the dough. We are to
continue until every part, or every person has heard.
That is a mighty task. That is our task and every
Christian is involved. It’s not for one person - but
for the whole church to reach the whole world. This
is the work for all of God’s saved people. This is
what we are saved to do, and here to do. We must
not rest until we have done it, the rest is ahead, let
us all be obedient to our calling and keep going.

One could say that the Kingdom of God truly
comes when not just every person hears of the word
- but every part of every person, - that the Lord may
be honoured in every area of that person’s life.

Are you doing what you can do? - not more than
you can do - but equally not less than you can do?
The task is not finished, and if you are here, your
part is not finished. If you step out you will find the
Lord will help you.

= The world is busy doing this, who in the world

hasn’t heard of Coca Cola, facebook,
WhatsApp, paracetamol or penicillin.

» So why not us carrying the Gospel with the
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power to cure and rescue a man or woman from

eternal death.
The Lord has entrusted His word to us all to take it
out. This requires planning, it means work. This is
hard to do on your own which is why the Lord puts
us into churches. We plan and work and work and
plan together.
Prior to Christmas 2023 BCM had a poster
campaign. It was using the electronic display
boards all around the city. We had the option as
to how many to sign up to, and how long to
remain on each one, how many seconds, and you
pay accordingly. This was to get the message out
to the city, how could we best reach the most
people?
We prayed that the Lord would take His words into
as many hearts as possible. We don’t know what
happened, we trust the Lord for it.

Just as with that yeast the work of God’s word in
the human heart is an invisible work. And as it goes
in - we pray the Lord will do his unseen work. Like
the yeast silently and insensibly it does its work
within, a little leaven leavens the whole lump.

And yet the result of that it is obvious. Either the
bread is leaven, or partially leaven, or unleaven.
You can see whether there has been yeast.

Travel the world and you can see in each place

the effect that Christianity has had. A respect for
people and property, some humility, a deference
to authority, a sense of fairness and justice, etc.

When you hear of a ‘revival’ look to see what
difference it has made to those around. A genuine
revival whether the Welsh, Hebridean, or East
Midlands or Cornwall effects change in all of those
around.

So let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up. Ga 6:9 The Christians motto is:

» Expect great things from God — and attempt
great things for Him.

Christ’s word will diffuse into the world of mankind
and will be made known in every place, beyond
what one could have expected. But we must give it
time. Let us persevere in the preaching of the gospel
to the world, and we will find, in time, it does
wonders and changes the hearts and souls of men.
Who would have thought that a hundred years ago
there would be so many Christian in China, India,
South America, in fact in every continent outside of
Europe.

Bit by bit as the yeast does its work the whole loaf
is leavened. How many even now is the Lord
preparing to save where the Lord has placed you?
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and say with Simon Peter You have the words of
eternal life. Joh 6:68 Full of thanksgiving they will
praise the Lord God for your obedience in bring to
them the words of life.

Many around the world are Christians now
because one man came their country and gave
their lives making sure the gospel spread through
the land. Many Burmese praise God for Adoniram
Judson, or Chinese for Hudson Taylor, or Indians
for William Carey, or Nigerians for Mary Slessor.
And for us, was it the Roman soldiers sent to
Britain?

When the yeast permeates the whole loaf - the
whole loaf is risen. So says Jesus this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
Mt 24:14

And then finally at the renewing of all things when
every evil has been banished then "The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and
of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever." Re
11:15

And then the saying will be true the earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea. Hab 2:14, Isa 11:9 AMEN
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