KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 21st September 2025 10
am

Holiness and worldliness — Don 't mix it!

Welcome Psalm 54:6, 52:9

Hymn MP 1227 The Splendour of the
King

Scripture Psalm 66 (page 581)

Prayer

Children’s talk Oil and water do not mix

Chorus MP 11 All Hail King Jesus
MP 601 Sing alleluia to the Lord
Notices: Masefield progress, prayer sheet.

Tudor House on Wednesday week
Harvest Sunday 12% October
Fellowship lunch next Sunday
Mission focus Ina
Prayer time & Lord’s prayer

Reading 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 (page 1151)
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (page 1161)
& 11:3-4
Ezekiel 14:1-8, 20:7-9 (page 840)
Hymn MP 458 Man of sorrow what a
Name
Sermon Don’t mix it!
Hymn MP 1072 In Christ alone
Prayer
Close
Prayer

The Jesus Army, which became the Jesus
Fellowship, started in the 70s in a church in the
village of Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire. Their
leader Rev Noel Stanton citing Acts 2:44 called
the believers to sell their homes and
possessions and live together in community
houses. This movement grew and spread across
the Midlands. However, it was not long before
there was legalism, heavy shepherding, sexual
immorality and the idolisation of their
charismatic leader. What had started as a
mainstream Baptist Church - became a cult.

The true view of God had been replaced with a
wrong view of God. The corrupting oil of error
cannot mix with the water of truth.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bugbrooke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northampton

» ‘Don’t try to mix it is the title of the sermon.
‘Don’t try to mix it’

As we continue with 1 Corinthians chapter 10 we

now come to v14 to 22.

In the first part of the chapter Paul is addressing
the problem of idolatry, not amongst the
unbelievers, - but amongst the Christians at
Corinth. They were following those around them
in eating meat known to have been sacrificed to
idols. They failed to see that the ways of the world
do not mix with living as a Christian. The Lord, in
calling us to be a Holy, separated people expects
us to leave our old ways behind. The Christians in
Corinth needed to be told that worldliness and
Godliness don’t mix, the two are incompatible,
they’re at odds with each. We mustn’t mix them
together.

Paul makes the point by warning them about this
from the OT. We must all read the OT. If you are
a Christian, you must read the OT. Do you? Paul
takes them back to time when they had just been
rescued from slavery in Egypt and were in the
wilderness. God had done a great work of saving
His people to be Holy and separate. But they had
not left their old ways behind them. They had
been saved to please him —

but in fact they were displeasing him v5. The

warning here is that it is possible to be saved, but

still live as if not saved. To follow the worlds

ways is to be an idolator, and an idolator is an

enemy of God. ‘Beware of idolatry’ Paul warns the

Christians in Corinth v7 do not be idolators as some

of them were.

» The church in the NT is being warned from the
church in the OT.

Now at v14 the message is the same ‘Therefore,

my dear friends, flee from idolatry’. Paul then

proceeds to show them just how wrong it is for a

Christian.

7 The people sat down to eat and drink and got up

to indulge in revelry.

Do you remember the time when they made an

idol in the form of a golden calf?

Moses had remained up the mountain longer than
they expected so they decided to take a calf made
of gold from the people’s jewellery and then bow
down to it. They were trying to worship the true
God - their way, it was a carnal way, unholy, with
food, drink and revelry. This was not reverential
worship towards a Holy God, no, this was not
spiritual worship, but carnal worship - and
therefore not worship at all.
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I sometimes hear people say of their church,
‘we had a great time of worship on Sunday’.
My immediate thought is ‘I wonder what God
thought of it'? was it spiritual and pleasing to
Him? or was it carnal, about the music,
trying to generate an atmosphere, and
appeal to the senses - this is a modern day
distortion of Christian worship.

The carnal worship in the desert slipped into
sexual immorality, v8, they tried the patience of
the Lord, and they grumbled. God hates
grumbling because grumbling is the opposite of
loving and trusting God. It is that same base
dissatisfaction with God that the devil sowed in
the heart of Eve in the garden of Eden. He was
saying to her ‘God is not enough’ x2.

We looked at all this on 24" August 2025. Serious
stuff.

The judgment that came on them is a warning for
us. As Deuteronomy 32:16 says: They provoked
him to jealousy with strange gods, with
abominations provoked they him to anger. We are
not to do what they did’. So Paul tells the
Christians ‘don’t do that’ flee from idolatry ‘don’t
doit’.

Maybe at this point you are asking “what actually is
idolatry?”

In the 1% commandment God says: ‘have no other
God before me’.

In the 2" commandment we are told not to make
an image of anything and bow down to it. In other
words, anything that is put in the place of God is
an idol. In Romans 1 Paul tells us that we all, as
fallen people, exchange the Glory of God - the truth
of God for something else.

As image bearers of God we all worship
something — But every time the true God is not
worshipped as He should be — then an idol is
worshipped

Idolatry is what the world does

Another word here is the word ‘pagan’. We had
pagan revelry v7, and v20 speaks of the sacrifices
of pagans, and it occurs in other places as well.

When we hear the word ‘pagan’ you may well
think of pagan England many centuries ago before
Christianity took hold. Your mind goes to
Stonehenge or other sites and centres of pagan
worship. It is seen as a word for then, not for now.
Today to those who are not Christian, those who
do not profess to follow Jesus, we would say they
are ‘unbelievers’ we don’t call them pagans, it
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seems a derogatory term, nor do we speak of our
neighbours as ‘heathen’.

The word translated pagan is ethnos; from ‘a race’
or nation as distinct from Israel, i.e non jews.
Often translated as ‘gentile’ or ‘nation’ it occurs
11 times as ‘pagan’ in our Bibles.

Today we tend to think of those who worship and
those who don’t. You might say we are part of a
‘worshipping community’. In those days everyone
openly worshipped something, today we don’t see
it that way. Most walking past outside these walls
don’t see it that way. That is why we don’t like to
use the term pagan or heathen to describe them.

As I said the truth is that everyone worships
something, you and [ we were made that way. The
object of our worship may not be a lump of
painted wood or stone, but everyone has an object
of worship.

» Hindus are open about their idols of painted
wood, stone, metal carved or moulded to
represent their various deities. Hinduism is a
catchall religion of idol worship. Each idol had
their own specialism as did the Greek gods,
gods of war, or fertility, or travel, or the sea,
these became with name changes the Roman
gods.

= Roman Catholics have their relics, Mary, the
departed saints. Along the road in RC
countries are shrines to Mary and crucifixes.
How many people have a ‘saint Christophers’
around their neck the patron saint of travel.
It is all pretty close to the surface. In Britain
many follow their ‘stars’, and while people
declare themselves as 'not religious’ there’s
huge turning to mediums, mysticism,
spiritism. You recycle your clothing in the bin
sponsored by the gaia movement, gaia being
the Greek goddess and personification of the
Earth, the Mother Goddess from whom all life
and the gods are descended.

Bring the Gospel of Christ and the error of idol
worship is replaced with true worship. One
removes the other.

In countries not reached by the gospel of Jesus
you find idol worship, the worship of the sun, or
the rain, or the trees, mountains, rivers, etc., every
thing that the locals look to - to help them live a
happy prosperous life.

The worship of the true creator God is given over

to the worship of created things, inanimate objects

that are given a life and made into idols.

= On holiday large motorcycles were
everywhere. You could see the owners were

very proud of them. Their clothing matched
their bike, it all defined who they were.
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When they looked at their bikes you could
see how proud they were. They attributed
something to it, to them it was more than
just metal. So it is with any idol, we give it,
we attribute to it something extra, .. I find
something of me ‘in it".

= That is what advertising is all about, all those
happy fulfilled people, why? They are so
because of whatever it is they have, or are
doing.

= For me years ago it was certainly a
motorcycle, amongst other things. How
about you? Is it your ‘outfit’, that jewelry? Or
your home, or family? the metal you drive
around in, or hold in your hand, or is it how
people view you?, your image?

Do you give these ‘things’ these objects or ideas a

life in themselves?

The people said to each other of the inanimate
object, that metal calf they had made: “this is your
god” Ex 32:4

There is a power there, people who worship these
things are very convinced about it, this power is
Satan’s power. He works though his agents, fallen
angels, demons. In Revelation 13 we are told there
is a beast of the earth who promotes the religions
of the earth.

So when someone worships an object, - he is
bowing down to a demon. He doesn’t realise this
of course, he thinks it’s God. He really believes it.

Paul in Athens saw the Greeks worshipped an
‘unknown God’. To be ignorant of their object of
reverence implies too an ignorance as to how to
worship. As Calvin rightly observed “whosoever
worships god without any certainty, worships his
own inventions instead of God”

In your worship here this morning do you ‘know’

the God you are bowing down to? For some here

things are not clear, and you wish they were.

= Facing a parking meter in Italy with
everything in Italian left me confused. But
then I found the language option button.
Suddenly all made sense, it became
completely clear.

So with Jesus the Holy Son from Heaven.

As God - he is the true revealer of God, He said if
you see me, you see the father John 14

He is the opener of blind eyes, he only can remove
the veil, He only can enable you to see him who is
invisible. Heb 11:27. If you haven’t already - will you
look to him this morning? Look to him and the
cross, see how he suffered, see how he bore sin
and is willing to forgive you of all those years of
idol worship, looking to things, to people, to
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yourself. Now is the time to turn from those idols | /R4 KHE L A[REs B, "Bk, S, A,

and look to the Son who can from Heaven. (BARESERE, FBFn 28t e R @R, T
Turn from self and those idols and trust in Christ | fREGHURANTERGE, R FHME R — mt 2 1E Rk
alone, and all will suddenly be clear, you will FF

worship the God you know. Only through Christ | _ .. 4 N N
and his death on a cross, can forgiveness come to SEBLIEATICE LA P T TSP, ATIE Lot

you. Only in Christ can you be brought to know \r%‘hji T_#@ﬁ@o gy MR, RAIRALE
God, and therefore worship him acceptably. Then | ‘0H TEXSL) T AHJEE 2

you can and will please Him. IR = SR AT R RO BRTE, JE &S 2 2R
Idolatry is never for the Christian - they do | 4T kA B 22 2805 2 i im it N\ &S00 E
not mix! {BME

It is possible to be here this morning, to sing the N NN T o AN
songs, to read the scriptures to engage in worship, IEEHIORERR AT 7 BERY=AR, RN

and yet actually have your heart elsewhere. Christ HAE B EREAH BRI A REFRE] - s e e
and the cross are before you and yet your R T o HE ] DIAE AR SRS EIPRAE - FefM
allegiance is elsewhere. To worship with your lips | i A2 By [H——(B AN RARVZ A AR ER AR AR R 2=
only - is to worship Christ in vain. T HL HE A, — R, AR

This is what they were doing in Ezekiel 14 they BERN G BEMCRO AL, T U TP A e,
had ‘set up’ an idol in their heart. An alternative.

Something you look to for your happiness and EEEAARE T, —BAEREENIE
s it 1 ? i i i Lh (=5 1i1= > 4 = ZINES
fulfilment, is it in com.fort. Is it security in a T. BEASSEE. BN ESHSAARED
strong bank balance?, is it value through other o B A
people? o HEAEMEE—Y)?HEEENEREEE

What is it for you? True happiness, security and B2 btk ? ABEORBE T, AITNEMNFR
value are found only in a right standing with God. g - i A N
That was lost in lost in the garden of Eden. Butit | ° SR RTEREE T —RESRER T I

can be restored in Jesus. For this we were made — | 62 48 T8t 0FR, ARG EEE

but if you don’t have God’s love in Jesus - all that | _ ) T,
is left is a substitute, an idol. Not objects of wood MEEEA. FEES @ [HEHS BN

and stone but idols in the heart. ? ] MMREZZESTEN, WEEEHIOAZER
Remember Paul is addressing Christians here. It is BE I, 16 TAMFTRBEIRR, SRR

ossible to sing “Jesus is Lord” and yet refuse to _ — .
ﬁve under his I%ordship. There are soyme like that. I BCAEHMIS 2 FeMITEEPAROSE, S AR R
am constantly checking myself in this. Do I have BRSNS 2 17 BAMEES, (e —adF,
love for Him above all else? Do I truly love my g8, RARMEAIE23E —EfF, St m
brothers and sisters in the Lord? I cannot profess ., 18 RIMFBLIEAIAN, W8, S A1E
to love the Lord and yet not love His people. That | 24 |- 454508 2 M1 /E4E, A VERESER), th
is why Paul warns in the next chapter those Who | sy sy pry e, FHTAO R REBLARIS

ate the Lord’s supper, took the bread and the cup . g TRl EReR N
and yet at the same time did not recognise the HORIFRHERE, 19 5%, HERRFBRIEY)

body of the Lord, his church. Ask yourself “do 1 | BEH/EE ? BREAEVE ? 20 5K, FFEAH
love the person next to me?” If the answer is no FX LR T R LAY TR BE R

thgn tg take the bread and the cup is to eat and BiL B AT 4
drink judgment on yourself. 16 Is not the cup of A v b s
thanksgiving for which we give thanks a VIS N TR0, R LSRR 1L,

participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the | (& fif ) 2 (K A& el E R R4 . —2
bread that we break a participation in the body of | B, TRREL-(EA, EEANNEIEE

Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are L i — - o
many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. b, R BRI, Rt

. . A 3
So it was in the OT 18 Consider the people of RS,
Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices HEK U S 3R A, BAMpiT A BT 122

participate in the altar? As with them so now as Bl x2,
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Christians we must not mix in impure worship. F S IEM A —NLBRIRECAT, 4% N 1 - sl oy
The oil of error does not mix with pure worship. 19 ﬂﬁﬂlj IEI# RATETE SRR N b, & B ar s py 3

Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol is
_LJ:
anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but the MBI B ORI, R

sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to . Hljﬂ?{ BRLUESHER, EENSANRE, &
God, and I do not want you to be participants with

demons. EEEENERZF, TmTEa—MEe—, T@%/E\.E
In worshipping the golden calf the Israclites had a | Z#/E FER4 £ “koinonia”, & EZ MR,
wrong view of God. (228 EE5HEEE Tkoinonia) x2, &%

The judgment came because they were trying to
do two things at once, participate in the Lord, and

S ARRE, MR R THE ) — gkt

. D MEZ )
at the same time participate at another altar, an
altar that is not of God but earthly, worldly, 21 fRMANRE SCIE =M, g SRAYRR 5 IR ANEERE
therefore of the devil. EFEEE |, ERER
Four times we are told that our actions mean we RERIFEME, CIMAREIRE, RAMRIREE
participate’ x2, M, SERRICREEEEMEE, WA\, %
There was a retired minister in Lichfield Donald ) k
Davis who gave his time to hospitality. He e, RE—UHBIY,
would take in younger Christians and treat . S, . .
them in his home to lunch, then a walk and AV AR TS RO B (Y
talk, and finish with a time of prayer. It was —E 2:15) .

reaIIy-upIifting, there was a unity, a oneness in SRS RSN FE T, MhEIEE T, bR T
that rich fellowship. He named his house

‘koinonia’ which means ‘fellowship’. BIFE, M2 PRI 2 K 2 M B2 E A e 5T

g NERS N SR ST A A Y =
The word participate is ‘koinonia’ x2. when we ZEE D IOREEE, B E"/‘j RR R T T ?\E{%Tjﬁﬂﬁl
take of the cup we are ‘fellowshipping’ with the | TEFHIIRY, FIMMERZ 2 R&Y, FOBHIAARH)
Lord - and with each other. A =7 —#, BEfEEREEENE, R

21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the IR FEMETEEM, ARk AV, it
cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both

N B o YN
the Lord’s table and the table of demons. TREHGHN -V, EEHFERNEE, BER
Don’t mix the two, they don’t mix, you cannot Y)=EFEBE,

mix them. Jesus said you cannot serve two
masters, God and mammon, or God and money,

ANEGRIRRD OB T 51, AN ELEAE FE T T

representative of all things worldly. W Xg&k‘—ﬂﬂqé schnpt, (RBIE T SEhg %ZE
John tells us ‘do not love the world, or anything in RAEGB AR LME, LA AREEA ZE, H
the world’ 1 John 2:15 YD BB S 2 Fiy, AR AT

Let us remember Lot’s wife who looked back and | B BEAREE,
turned into a pillar of salt. And why did she look | {B{§ 225 2% E2 M) § 50, MEMIL,

back? It is because she loved the world. (IR R B AR EE 1 SRS VB E, 2 5INE — 0
Beware of worldly cravings, how often is our A NGERED R, 1R = EI’J wEE g |
conversation filled with the things of this world, o i e —
what Spurgeon calls the unholy trinity of food, ““{XﬁL%ﬁ{ﬁZLO AR - HRPEEATIEN
drink and clothing. Pagans run after these things, AW, SARMEHRAEZIREE? | E5EF
and our loving Father knows we need them. But KB T. MRS AL,

seek Christ above all and he will take care of the

rest. Beware lest sins creep in, a sin of old age is | L2 EHM AT, | HRE 44-5

to love our food. s s
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Do not let you heart be drawn, do not live with o B
hearts filled with the things of this world, thatis | T 2EHEBE, RAZEMRIEEITAINEIEMN

how we once lived, not now. If you profess the B gos CAN LT
Lordship of Christ then there must be a forsaking Bstle FaE—E &, BfiE=es

of the worlds ways. No praise and worship will be | SLERIBEHRFI—T/I Dl EiaEsx, WIBHA .
accepted by the true God when my mind is on TR By B,
earthly things.
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Idolatry is an offense to a Holy god and
must be repented of
Paul had to write to the Christians in Corinth
about this, sadly at the end of the second letter a
number had not turned away from the worlds
ways. James says Your adulterous people, don’t
you know that friendship with the world is hatred
towards God? Strong language. He then goes on
again to say anyone who chooses to be a friend of
the world becomes an enemy of God James 4:4,5
As with James I am talking to you as a Christian,
do not let things slip, it is very easy to get into
habits and patterns of worldly behaviour. Sin is
like a path or track that we fall back into, like
those ruts that we slip into and that keep us there.
= I remember being with a friend and riding
my motorcycle along Sharpness docks years
ago. There were railway lines sunk into the
concrete. I was not careful to avoid them
and my front wheel slipped into it, I found it
took control and forced me to follow along its
path. I could not escape or wrestle out of it,
and it wasn’t long before I was fetched off.

I should have crossed it square on and then I
would have been safe. Do not line up with sin, if
you do you will find it easy to slip into it and be
caught. Avoid the traps, beware of your weak
points, where you are vulnerable.

Will you commit, will you re-commit and look to
the Lord, and to forsake the world? It has nothing
for you, it does not love you, give up looking
there, you will not regret it. Christ suffered greatly
and died terribly on the cross in his love for the
Father. Let us as obedient, Christ honouring,
humble followers, deny self and take up my cross
daily.

This is to live a life of constant repentance and
faith. Do this and you can be sure your worship is
pleasing and acceptable to God.

» Flee from idolatry, we cannot mix it in, our
worship is to be pure

My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation

comes from him. He alone is my rock and my

salvation; he is my fortress, I shall never be shaken.
Ps 62:1-2
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