KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 5% October 2025 10 am
Parable of the rich fool
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your name, O Most High, to
proclaim your love in the morning

and your faithfulness at night.”
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53:1-3 (page 574)]
Hymn MP 1338 - Now when peace like a
river
Sermon
Hymn
3:44)
Prayer
Close

The fool
MP 1334 Cornerstone (NLBC

Prayer

When I was in Suriname I saw many derelict
houses, huge house, often half completed, just
left for years. The person is in prison, or has
died. These IMPREsSsIVE palatial structures are
slowing rotting away. The owners clearly had
grand designs — but they came to nothing, they
are but the unrealised dreams of a fool.

Today we will look at the parable of the rich fool.

Why did Jesus tell this parable? A man had asked
him a question, and his question as is usually the
case, revealed his attitude. A foolish attitude.

In chapter 12 we see Jesus speaking to the crowds
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about the kingdom of God. Jesus had been saying
that everyone should fear God for He alone has
the power to throw a man or woman into hell.
Fear God, honour him -and trust Him. As God
cares for even the little sparrows v6 how much
more will he care for you. He knows the hairs on
our heads v7 So look to him, do not worry, trust
me he says here and v22 onwards.

» Therein lies the secret of happiness. Rest in
God’s promises and He will make you the
happiest man or woman, boy or girl in the
world. Let us all look to Him, fear Him and
trust in him. Amen?

Suddenly in the middle of his teaching Jesus is
interrupted. v13, it’s someone in the crowd who
says: "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me." This is not a question about
spiritual things, for this man’s mind is not on what

Jesus has been saying, he is thinking about how

not to miss out on a share of money. His mind is

on worldly possessions.

The man from heaven is speaking of heavenly and
eternal things, this man has his heart and mind on
his money. No wonder Jesus calls him a fool.

» A fool is he who when told what he should do,
then does the opposite.

Imagine someone stops in a car outside here
and asks for directions. You tell her to go right,
and she then goes left, that is what a fool does

That is why he is a fool, Jesus has been opening
the door to the kingdom of God for him — and this
man is determined to shut himself out.

He was probably the youngest of two brothers and
was reliant on the older brother. This man knew
Jesus to be a Rabbi, and as a teacher of the Law
could be called upon to help in disputes. Would
Jesus intervene in this matter so that he would
have a favourable outcome? Would Jesus stop
what he is doing to make sure his brother gives
him his inheritance?

14 Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge
or an arbiter between you?" Jesus will not become
the Judge and legislator of this man’s estate. - But
he will be the judge of the man’s heart.

Jesus knowing this man’s heart and mind is on his
money warns the crowd 15 "Watch out! Yes says,
watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed. Stand guard, against this hidden sin of
greed. It’s serious; For of this you can be sure: No
immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is
an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God. Eph 5:5

> Don’t shut yourself out!
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The word greed is pleonexias g4124 and normally
translated covetousness, or craving. It is very
descriptive, it literally means: the thirst for having
more, always having more and more and still
more.
It is as if a man tries to quench his thirst by
drinking salt water. This makes him still
more thirsty. So he drinks again and again
and again, until - never satisfied - his thirst
kills him.

covetousness is the uncontrolled yearning to have .
.. have . .. have. Commandment no.10 "Do not
covet" at Crusaders with actions “Gimme
gimme!” It is the gateway sin by which others to
be broken.

And how so today! Encouraging covetousness is
the way the world works with its advertising
industry, its large retail and sales drives! More,
more!

Jesus tells warns them, as he warns us, do not
become enslaved by greed, a man’s life does not
consist in the abundance of his possessions.
Covetousness, and the desire to have more and
more exposes a heart with a fundamentally wrong
philosophy of life.

Ask yourself: "Am I a greedy person? Am [ a
selfish person? Do I have a yearning for material
possessions? Am I looking out for honour, or for
prestige? For recognition and position? or

Is you joy in giving, and in helping others? If not,
then watch out for the secret sin of covetousness.
guard your hearts lest covetousness sneaks in.

Jesus says 16 "The ground of a certain rich man
produced a good crop.

Had this man gained his wealth by dishonest
means? No hint of that. Nor does Scripture
condemn success or riches as such. Many in the
Bible had riches, no that is not the problem, it is
what you do with them, how you relate to them. If
you have money, then watch the workings of your
heart!

What was really wrong becomes clear from v17—
19. When he saw he had an extraordinary crop,
this man carried on a dialogue with himself, 17 He
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no
place to store my crops.’ Instead of thanking God
for them, or rejoicing in the chance of doing good
and helping others, his thoughts are on himself.
‘What shall I do? Was he thinking how best he
could bring an offering to God to say thank you?,
no, it was what shall I do to protect and preserve
my wealth. Little did he know that a man’s ways

0 REHEE AR !

BAE 52 pleonexias

g4124, BHEFFEABEEER, BIFEBER, F
HEE:BH BE¥EE%Z, BERBEFEZ %, &
%,

0

Bl —E NGB e MK K 8, EREME R
o MEBM—RN—0HE, BEl— kA ine—/th
1 Bt AR I

BRI MR B ... A .. A, T
R RN T A, R ERATEIRECGR,
¥k | E TR SRR AP 2 5E,

A A | EEIE RS S R RAY B
ESE BN e B4 | B, T !

HRfk i ot A, EanmtE IR —5, TEWREE
mg, ANNESBTEREENEE,
BB L B LERE T —BAEERAER
NEBERD

[l RE NS & S (=S DU aes o (L = A
HINIS 2 TOBEMEMEN ? TEKMZERE.
2. RRIHANE 722

IRGEH e F k] Bh fh ARG 2
MR AT, B E D AR IR, EAR
SPORMTRY L, S E A MR EE R,

==ruv
B

=

HRERER - 16 [/ —EM £, M EZIL,

1B E NS AARE R B & NE 2 1R G k2
R, BRI AREE BT E ALY, BEREHEA
B2 \BEAEME, N, BALHBE, FEERIRL
A FHEM, afmEreMmE, R IRa 8, IRt
LB AR TEREE |

HIER e 7-

195 BRARIEIS IS T, EMEDR B & HEZ W,
EECOARSE  17f O o [IEZEEE 2
Ty A 7 R AL EE

WIS LB ER 5, R EATEMED
AWK EmSE, mEEEEC,
ik B 2

J AR R R AR AR AT oF RE A i ) b R i sk
FEEH 2 R, AR, FRLEES Y RECRTER
{RAFTRAO S, RN TE A\ — 04T 2 BB A4 i i

3a

3b




are in full view of God, God is watching!

Life is all about relationships, my relationship
with God, my relationship with others, my
relationships with things and my relationship with
myself. As we are driven by one heart - these are
all intertwined.

18 "Then he said, to himself ‘This is what I’ll do. I
will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods.

Can you see how many times ‘I’ is there! I, I, I, I,
It is all about him, his thoughts are on himself.
This is his problem and Jesus knows it.

And I’ll say to myself, "You have plenty of good
things laid up for many years.

Then I will live; Not now — he dreamt confident of
a secure future when he could enjoy his goods for
years to come and be happy.

He laid in bed with all his plans buzzing round his
head about building the bigger barns, lying and
planning, he would need more servants to get
things ready and to prepare his food and drink,
and he would need friends to share his drinking
and eating with. Oh how good the prospects were.
And then I will, “Take life easy; eat, drink and be
merry.” I’ll be happy.

Maybe on the outside this man was like any other
Jew, he went to a place of worship and said and
did much of what other did. Yet for all practical
purposes this man is an atheist. This rich man
does not thank and glorify God. There is no "Bless
Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits!
There’s no humble “Who am I that you have
brought me so far? What shall I render to the Lord
for all his benefits toward me?" No, nothing of the
kind. What does he say? 'Take it easy; eat, drink,
and have a good time"!

There is no room in his heart for God. He thought
his life was fine and would be fine. Little did
consider that in his wealth a guilty conscience will
rob him of his ease. There is no peace for the
wicked.

Foolishness

20 But God said to him, ‘You fool’! x2 you Nabal,
alluding to the story of Nabal, the fool laid bare in
1 Sam 25. Nabal is his name, and folly is with him.
His heart was struck dead as a stone when he
became aware of God’s Judgment hanging over
him for his meanness towards David’s men.

The selfish and worldly-minded are fools. The
day 1s coming when God will call them by their
own name, you fool’, they will call themselves
SO.

Like Belshazzar who was struck with terror by the
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hand-writing on the wall, in the midst of his

jollity.

20 God said to him, ‘You fool! x2

» A fool knows he should do A and does B. A
fool acts illogically, a fool is unreasonable, a
fool is erratic, irrational, unreliable.

= I could tell him his car wheel would come off
if he drove on the motorway - but he will do
it anyway.

Proverbs are not for fools but for the wise, for a

fool won’t learn. A fool doesn’t listen, you cannot

reason with a fool, that is why one needs a rod for

the back of a fool, that is the only way to correct a

fool.

= If you son or daughter is a fool, that will be
what is needed to restrain him or her from a
life of folly. You must restrain them,

otherwise they are heading for hell, and you
will be to blame.

» Foolishness - the opposite of wisdom - is self-
destructive.

Romans 1 says that the moment mankind sinned

we all became fools.

When Adam and Eve disobeyed the Lord God in
the garden of Eden, the moment they stopped
trusting God, and trusted their own judgment,
they believed a lie. They, once so wise, became
fools.

And a fool cannot make a proper judgement of
anything, including his own heart Although they
claimed to be wise, they became fools. They had
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images, idols. Romans 1:18-23

» To a fool the truth of God is foolishness — and
foolishness is wisdom.

In Romans 1 we read that we all suppress the

truth by our wickedness.

We are surrounded by such overwhelming and

obvious evidence for God. What may be known

about God is plain to us, because God has made it

plain to us. For since the creation of the world

God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and

divine nature—have been clearly seen, being

understood from what has been made, so that men

are without excuse....

The result is futile thinking and our hearts, now

foolish are darkened.

God calls this man "Fool," and a fool he was. The

word fool appears 180 time in the bible assorainm,

there are no shortage of fools there, there are no

shortage of fools today.

But the word Jesus uses here for fool is aphron

¢878 and only occurs 11 times. It is someone who
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is mindless, and by implication stupid, ignorant,
egotistic, rash, unbelieving. This man is self-
absorbed...in his heart there is no room for God.
He is facing Hell and before him is Jesus the
Saviour!

> A fool is someone who knows his life is short
but lives as if it is eternal

» A fool is someone who knows there will be a
day he will have to give an account but carries
on regardless.

He thinks that he had no need of God, that he

himself is control of his life, "the master of his

fate and the captain of his soul."

How wrong he is. God’s sentence is soon upon
him — and it is a sentence of death: This very
night your life will be demanded from you. x2

His soul is not required of him in ‘many years
time’ but "this very night." He hadn’t expected
that. “Not now, not yet”

A good man, who has taken his heart off from this
world, cheerfully resigns his soul at death, and
gives it up; but a worldly man has it forn from
him with violence. He hates to give it up. Itis a
terror to him to think of leaving this world. But
when God requires it — he will have it. Only a
fearful expectation of hell awaits the fool.

What were his mistakes?

He lays up treasure for himself that should be his
for many years. They are for himself in opposition
to God. But he must part from them this night. He
thought he should enjoy, but he mistook eternity
for time and now must leave them - then who will
get what you have prepared for yourself?’

He mistook his soul for his body — He consider
that he himself was his flesh, as if the body were
the man. But Jesus says the flesh counts for
nothing. In his wrong understanding of God, he
had sold out His soul.

He had the wrong treasure, in the wrong place. A
Christian lays up treasure in heaven, for that is
where we will soon be. It is wise to plan for then.
If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if
you are a mocker, you will suffer. Prov 9:12

Jesus concludes

21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up
things for himself but is not rich towards God."
The greatest error of all is that he is in no care to
be rich towards God,

Are you rich towards God? Are you storing up
treasures in heaven? How is your account in the
bank of God? is it filling up? Will you believe the
Lord’s way is not only best for Him — but that it is
also best for you?
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Jesus goes on to say “do not worry about your
life” v22 for v31 if you seek God's kingdom you
will have all you need. x2! matt6:33. Will you live
like that? A Christian has his life’s aim set on God
Himself - and the accomplishment of His purpose
here? Have you?

» Jonathan Edwards said: “He who sincerely
prefers God to all other things in his heart will
do it in his practice”.

The foolish man did not see that he was made to
live before God in eternity? H did not see that his
real purpose is to meditate upon, study and apply
the word of God. To be taught in the school of
prayer. He is to nurture Communion with God. He
or she is to be active in God's work, to be in
fellowship with others who are born again
children of God living out his new life within the
Body of Christ. It is here that the Lord
sandpapers us down to rid us of our rough
edges and sharp corners. It is here we are
smoothed to fit together for eternity.

The wise man knows he needs to learn about
Christian service. To give his attention to God's
work in the world. All this matures him, deepens
his relationship with God and prepares him for
heaven.

The fool has his mind on earthly things. What of
your conversation? Is it 95% about material
things - are spiritual things all but absent?
How do you spend your time each week? How do
you fare if you divide up how many hours you
give to eating, sleeping, and entertainments, TV
and phone compared to being time dedicated to
the things of the Lord? Do you find that material
things vastly outnumbered the spiritual?

Are your interests in check, legitimate though
they might be, are subservient to our need to give
priority to the service of God?

What does the One who called you to Himself
think of the amount of time you set aside for
prayer, for meditation, for Bible study and for
being present with the Lord’s people? Is it no
more than a long hour on Sunday mornings?
When you could, without much difficulty do
more? Our value system is damaged when we go
out for other things but do not see the importance
of being present on the Lord’s Day evening or the
midweek meeting for Bible and Prayer.

To neglect our spiritual selves, to not have it as
the priority, is to fail to understand that actually,
God has put these things in place for our good.
They are for our benefit that we might become
stronger and more effective people in his service.
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And we neglect them at our spiritual peril. If your
priority is Christ and his kingdom you will long
for these moments. To be choosing something
else will leave you are poorer for it, - and others
poorer for your absence. This is why some of you
have lost your joy, for you very much get out
what you put in. And the more we neglect them
the more we are aligned with this fool in this
story.

The parable gives us the life and death of a rich
man, and leaves us to judge whether he was a
happy man. No. His life is one of sorrow.

It is deeply unsatisfying because it doesn't have
this service for God dimension in it. The fool
walked into the presence of God empty handed.
Anything he thought he has would be taken away.

When Jesus Christ became your Lord and saviour,
you became servants. We became soldiers. We
became followers, disciples of Christ. Remember
when you came up out of the water of baptism,
you stood a new person totally dedicated to
Christ. He said to us. “Now live that life, put me
first”. He gave you a new priority for life. Our
spiritual lives are impoverished when we neglect.
Let us not be like the fool this morning who built
on sand. Let us hear God's word and obey it. The
it will go well with our soul.

What should we do?

Pray "Show me, O LORD, my life’s end and the
number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my
life.” Ps 39:4 Teach me to number my days aright,
that [ may gain a heart of wisdom. Ps 90:12

Let us end with a prayer that was prayed here on April
fools day 1990. Gracious Father we ask now that you
will help each one of us to turn aside from our
foolishness and learn again the great lesson that to put
Christ at the centre of life is to live the most joyful and
the most wonderful, fulfilled life that any human being
can live, however long or short that life may be.
Heavenly Father grant us a vision this morning of
what it is to be a wise man, a wise woman and may we
live for Jesus every day, we ask it in his name. And
for his sake. Amen. END
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