KINGS NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 315t May 2026 at
10 am

The parable of the dragnet (See accompanying PPT
26 05 31.ppt)

Welcome

Hymn MP 560 Praise my soul the King of
heaven

Scripture Psalm 84 (page 595)

Children’s talk

Chorus MP 541 One shall tell another

Notices

Prayer time

Reading Matthew 13:47-50 (page 980)

Hymn MP 310 I’d rather have Jesus

Sermon Good fish or bad fish?

Hymn MP 559 Praise Him, Praise Him,
Jesus our blessed Redeemer

Close Rev 1:5b,6

Prayer

“Would you like to know how your life will end?”
Or should I say “would you like to know what
will happen at the end of your life?”

Today you will find out! x2

Jesus concludes the main parables in Matthew 13
with the words 47 “Once again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake
and caught all kinds of fish.”

We are at a great advantage this morning because
this two verse parable is followed by two verses of
explanation — none of us need be in any doubt about
its meaning.

Jesus is speaking from a boat on lake Galilee with
fishermen all around him so the subject of the
parable is easy to understand. The interpretation of
the parable is easy to understand. But the
application, what it means to you and I while easy
to explain — will not - for some - be easy to receive.

The sermon title is: Good fish - or bad fish? It’s the
question Jesus intends us to ask ourselves as we
consider this parable. Will I, at the end, be found to
be a good fish or bad fish?

The net spoken of is the dragnet. It is one that is
dragged across the seabed or lake floor and sweeps
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up everything. Often nets target certain types or size
of fish, this net is designed to capture everything.

48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the
shore.

When it was full. We are told in v 49 This is how it
will be at the end of the age. We live in the last age,
this age, from Christ’s resurrection to his return, is
the last age. And although we don’t know when we
know this age will end. Jesus takes us straight there,
to the end of the age.

In the meantime, this dragnet draws in every kind of
fish, and keeps drawing in fish until it is full, and all
are gathered in. When full it is the end. It is clear
from v49 that these fish represent people. In other
words when the full number of people born into this
world have come, and the net is full, it is then drawn
in, at the close of time, the last day.

At this point the fishermen sit down and collect the
good fish in baskets, but throw the bad away. Now
starts the work of separating the whole mass into
two groups, the good fish and the bad fish.

» So our main question? What constitutes a ‘good’
fish?, - or a bad fish?
Is it good because of its size? Or is it good because
of its colour? Or is it good because of its weight? Or
how many fins it has, or the length of its teeth, no.
Is it because some fish seems to be smiling at you?
Or are some kinder and more considerate and don’t
bump into others? I don’t think so. It is because of
its type. A plaice is selected because it is a plaice,
and not because of it being large or small but
because of its type. Ask a fisherman what a good
fish is. When we go to Arrow valley later you will
see some fishermen there, ask them. Remember
of course they are fishing for sport, we are talking
here about fishing for a livelihood. Those fishermen
will say it is good if it can be eaten, or if it can be
sold in the market.

The difference then between a good fish and a bad
fish is its value, its usefulness to the fisherman. A
bad fish; one dead, putrid, not edible, not sellable, it
is therefore useless to the fisherman.

A good fish is one the fisherman wants to keep so
when all is in the fishermen sit down and collect the
good fish in baskets.

... but they threw the bad away. There is a sifting, a
separation. The fishermen pick up the fish, look at it
and make a judgment about it. Then they send it in
one of two directions. It is either collected or it is
rejected. It is either collected and brought close, or
it is cast away, thrown away. collect the good fish in
baskets, but threw the bad away.
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49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. That is BE E B o iRy RS E T
‘at’ the end, This is not how you see things now. B A ER -

Now the fish are swimming around together. And NN \ RO B »
yet within the varied whole, in all their different WIBRLRAMATIRG: - FEiyERE” [T

designs, colours, sizes and shapes, there are %ﬁﬁ‘ﬁfﬁ“ﬁﬁ Ui ‘E?—UEZ% LEEE%"%{F%E%
essentially two groups. 2 BGERLER - HEE AR DS A

HE o
So it is in the world with people. What an endless Lk
variety there appears all around - and yet in reality NIEHFAZ 0L - A B B 70 1 45

despite all the observable differences - there are EE AN SREE IRTTEIES |- > (BT
only two groups. EREERET 5 R R ) BAI AR A
49 at the end of the age. the angels will come from K o

heaven, from the presence of God and Christ, and

, 4 , A BY T
by his orders, be judges of all the earth. 49 AR » REGER L > fie LA AL B AT

A , y S A, SR o

In Matthew 25 we read of that day 31 When the Son Mz > ZHE < - EAE
of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with N TH—K ¢ T EATFEMPBEE  H
him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. When E R IEREEGHIISE - B SEER B R
Christ shall come in his Glory and splendour. When | |- | A% » EVEUE S IRES » EEEE
every eye will see him and before Him every knee Bt B A E TR o AR5
will bow. Matthewf25 goes on to say All the nations | e5ppsgeesiy © [ Eammsc gy,
will be gathered before him, and he will separate the . sy \

BT RIEZR - FERIEEABEFEREL=E T

people one from another as a shepherd separates the

sheep from the goats. Mt 25:31-32 ISR = 1 (R25:31-32)

It is a day of separating, families will be separated, EfE%E/%‘ JHIHT %EH’%% i %%H’jﬁf
husbands and wives will be separated, so too T TR R B - A A RHES
children and parents, some will go off to everlasting | k4 » HLb \jEEZKE] °

life - and some to everlasting punishment. > TR, FEATE x2.

» Two groups to two destinies x2. i s n SRR 4T
RWaY E RWaY E = E A
sEEdr A 0 SR ? AR AD
Who are the good and the bad? The world also puts K A R A o 4 R E e T2

people into two groups; the good people and the bad B [ T5E 3%““[:'?\5;’;/\ R T
people. The News is always highlighting the ‘bad FLAS ENIETT A

apples’ those who commit terrible crimes, the EX %‘«ﬁ;ﬁﬁ o B EIRABGR T FeffiiE L A
extremists, or paedophiles. These bad people spoil o H A AN —1)

everything for thg ;est of usdgﬁod people who just NGRS R R
want to get on with our good lives. IFIZEA o 3 By o 2555 F A -

That is not how God describes these two groups. USUNN o e s s
HAOR LD i E = FLIE Q AR o 5@9%: ’ 15

They are the wicked and the righteous. These f;l:{/ \L{\\Hg_gug;uﬁﬁ%——m%ﬁﬁm f ;ﬁg};&—gn Z«;ﬂqj f [Lﬁ%

descriptions are not easily understood. LG A PAREA S

THEER > At fBrn A A e S
5 o Ht o ETHEEY B EER R EGE 70

Yiva

But have you heard them before? Yes of course.
These words, these categories the wicked and the

righteous occur hundreds of times throughout the A

Bible, it is there from Genesis to Revelation. Over 1F (AR b T{air YRS »

70 times they are contrasted together. R ERE o “UREER S A\ EE A —FESR
In Genesis Abraham looking towards Sodom asks WE 2 » gt 1823 W ER ¢ T ARBTA SrieEiE
God: "Will you sweep away the righteous with the BYEE — i3 ANBETE N —ERREE » ERARIEA
wicked? Ge 18:23 He goes on to say: Far be it from —EEE - TR | BHESHHNEERTAE

ou to do such a thing—to Kill the righteous with sq rens ELAL 5 SRk DA O A

fhe wicked, treating tghe righteous angd the wicked l}?:{;ﬁuﬁ‘ﬁ 1\8'2 IE/E?H f #‘Uiiﬁl’ji% *
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all ~THR - HKEBERATTER BRI
the earth do right?" Ge 18:25. Yes the judge of all DA -
the earth will do right, he will always do right, sees |6 RUBERFEES R ANEE » BARE
we can be sure of it. BEAIAAT. » 8 AEECC R IR -
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Ps 1:6 For the LORD watches over the way of the
righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish,
that’s the fourth time in six verses.

In the book of proverbs The LORD is far from the
wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous. Pr
15:29 and so on, and so on.

But what does the Lord mean by these terms?

Who for example are the righteous? After all the
Bible says emphatically that no-one is good. That is
true. All have sinned that is broken God’s Holy
Law. Yes everyone. And fallen short of God’s Glory,
bad fish, that means every man and women fails to
be as God intends us to be. The picture language
here is to shoot an arrow and constantly miss the
target. We were made to be image bearers of God
so as to manifest His Glory — but we are all failed
image bearers. Sometime that failure is easy to
observe, sometimes it is more hidden, but taken as a
whole with both our inner heart and outward actions
- there is no-one close, not one. Rom 3.

Except one, there is One; Jesus, the man who never
sinned, the One who could say Anyone who has seen
me has seen the Father John 14:9. Jesus the image of
the invisible God, Col 1:15 iS the radiance of God’s
glory and the exact representation of his being, Heb 1:3

At the cross this Holy One of God suffered terribly
to bear away the sins of others. By taking their sin
onto himself he appeased the wrath of God. With
God’s Justice satisfied, the sinner, the failed man or
women, that is you and I, every one, can be freely
acquitted, and be considered free from guilt in His
sight, forever! Hallelujah, what a Saviour.

More than that having been cleansed Christ is able
to now give us His righteousness. Now the person
has a new state before God — and that new state is
because he or she has a new nature. We become as it
were, a different type. Because of what Christ did
on the cross, effective as much backward in time as
forward, there are now two types of people in this
world, I don’t mean men and women, but more
profoundly men and women who are regenerated,
that is reformed, renewed inside. We are right with
God, at peace with God and adopted into God’s
eternal family.

Anyone not regenerated - despite what a person may
say to the contrary - remains hostile in refusing
God’s rightful reign over their lives.

The regenerated person is different because Christ

gives us his nature. This is imputed to us by Christ.
Imputing is an interesting word it is not injecting, it
is not infecting, it is not affecting, it is attributing to

T g

e BT - “EHAEEREEA > AIPER AR

W o 7 e 1520% 5 o
{HF A B el T e 2
B0 > A EHA ? B BACHHREEH
M ESHERAN - EEEE - A AEIET
JE - EE T AERERRENE - B EEA
HIL T 5 - FeME S T LR A2 > d0E
e EREWESE AT AREEZET LW
R TIATHASE - B@aLUBS AR - SE5E
AREHFE—& - WITHHEE R TR LW
o 4F... EEEHI S0 — (IR AT 2
W EAr I SoREE - Al a5
5o BRRAIEE RSk - BRI ORIYME
1T R AR E—— A — (B A\ e B iAe
o> —EH2H - (®318)
BT —{ELSN > AL © BBk > PR
JHEIEM A > HRL AT DUEEER A ¢ L EABHR
BREIN > EROMERE - FREMISH womgiaes 149 - Hf
R RER R v - guems 115 T iR
Frasiy ot > BB ERS - (das)
T2 BBy LR RS T RRKHY
T HE T ARG - MILIECHISEEE
T ERREES - EWmHAFEESLURE 0 5B
N BRI > L EIRE > &
A E A DA SE 2R 0 AEMIER Hh ok i@ HE R
BEEIE | IEFREEE (TR AIRE
AR BB T M2 1% - 05 5EE
R EBAE TR - 405 > AIEHHERIE T
W B r—E BN S 7R B s s 1
Wy Adn o BAAHRER T S5—MA - [RE
B F48 BRRstey - ER0ERE Rt
[mi% > WS EHIE TR o IFEAAIE
B aEiEEn 2B EAENA - W
SUEANTEREE T ~ BRI « Bl EdAl
U BRI - NG HHEGE AR IRYZR
B A EAEN N— i B —A
RG> B4R D B H A e E A

o

VAN
/1
ik NBDERTE » R AR
B T IR o BN R R TRI -
REEETRAEER  CRREA  FRE
Fe o FRPE - TR E R

Hff] > (EERFHF LA E & Rk

4a

4b




us something of himself and so we can be declared
as - righteous.
= King Charles lays his hands on someone or
rests his sword on a person kneeling before

him, so that when he arises that person is now
a knight of the realm, has an OBE, or MBE.

= But this is more than that, it is a working within.
Add a cordial to water and it changes the
nature of the drink completely.

God chooses which people are to be renewed. A
plan ordained by God from before the creation of
the world. In the eternal counsel of God, He
predestined, or predetermined of which type each of
us would be.

For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through
Jesus Christ, Eph 1:4,5

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of his Son, Ro 8:29 We are
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, Col 3:12

This is the truth of the matter, and all praise goes to
Him, Here the Lord receives all the glory, all
thanksgiving is to Him, Hallelujah, Praise Him!

This is clearly seen in the parable of the weeds and
the wheat v24 onwards, and explained in v36
onwards.

Both grow together until the time of harvest and
then the separation comes. They are separated by
the harvesters, the angels on the basis of whether
they are a weed or wheat, not on how green they
are, or how tall they have grown, but on their type,
x2.

So with the fish, both swim around together until
they are brought before the fishermen, the judge
who will separate one from another

Both parables show that who we are is already
determined, it is not something we chose. You did
not choose me, Jesus said, but I chose you to go and
bear fruit Joh 15:16

At the beginning of chapter 13 we see the word of
God having different effects based on the condition
of the heart. Some hearts are softer and more
receptive than others. It gives the impression that it
is I who does it. In other words, the response to the
word of God is based on me, my moral make-up.
No. The wheat and the weeds parable show that the
reason some respond and some don’t is that some
are sons of the kingdom and some are sons of the evil
one, v38. The wheat will respond, the weeds won’t
respond, they will never, they can never respond.
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But at the right time the wheat, those destined for
Glory will respond. Even though they may hear the
gospel many times first and rejects it, and the words
do nothing, as it was with me. But then at the
chosen time, on a particular occasion the words
come with great impact and I am bowled over by
them, there is deep conviction, maybe tears, and a
great change and awakening takes place in me. This
is not me have a good moral day, no, this is the
work of God as His Spirit reforms my heart. Just as
that initial hardness is from the Lord, for he hardens
whom he wants to harden, and has mercy
awakening those he chooses, when he chooses.

There is actually no more human response in the
way into the kingdom as there is at the end, both are
the sovereign working of God. To God be praise. (Te
Deum Laudamus)

My response?

So what do I do? Isn’t preaching to be persuasive?
Shouldn’t it always make me leave the room
determined to change something in my life?”

It seems in this parable you can’t. But Jesus is
preaching here that God is God, x2. And how we all
need to change our thinking here. God alone is
Sovereign, He rules over, He determines, all things.
So what changes in me? It’s my understanding of
God. Above all preaching is to give God his due,
that he may be properly understood, so that He may,
in Truth, then be rightly praised.

So what do I do? Do I wait until it becomes clear
whether it will one day be me? If God chooses then
surely there’s nothing I can do? - No. No.

What you need to do is make sure it is you, X2,
Jesus called people to repentance and faith in
himself. Do that and it will clear that he has done a
work in you. “Come to me” Jesus beckons, and if
you do you will receive salvation, then you will
praise the Lord who enabled you to come

» Fear the Lord and urgently call upon him that you
may be saved.

And the second thing is this

Do it now. In telling you what is ahead this parable
is saying ‘be ready, be sure’ for this day of
separation will surely come.

This morning amongst you who are here - there will

come a separation. The person next to you will go in

one direction, and you another.

= It's like sitting by the window in a stationary
train at a station. You find yourself a foot or two
away from someone sitting by the window in
another train. In a moment you are both
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moving, but you are heading off towards one
destination, they another destination.

= That was in different trains. You could be sitting
on the same train and yet there is still a
separation as the first four carriages go off in
one direction - and the remaining four in
another.

Here you are in the same room, this separation will
happen to those in the same house, and yes those in
the same bed.

The day will come when those without Christ the
wicked will be severed from those declared righteous
and that fork in the road is approaching,

The Lord has determined that at the judgment
sinners will not stand, nor share in the assembly of
the righteous. One group will be set at Christ’s right
hand, the other at his left; the one will go to eternal
life, the other to everlasting punishment. That
separation, one from another, - can never be
undone.

Both the weeds and the bad fish are destined to be
thrown into the fiery furnace - where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Jesus says these exact
words 6 times over — Do we get the point?

Will that be what will happen at the end of your
life? On that day - which will come — you will find
yourself cast into the furnace to everlasting misery
and sorrow. Those who lived among Christ’s people
but in their hearts would have nothing to do with
Him. How chilling.

Christ himself preached often of hells torments. It is
right for us to be reminded of this awakening,
quickening truth.

Jesus in v50 is repeating the exact same phrase
earlier in v42 throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. So
then is implied is the following v43 “Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

» Christ will send his angels to collect in the good
fish. The righteous will be gathered to him as
wheat is gathered. Make sure that is you. x2

He who has ears, let him hear.”

= Ex US President Ronald Reagan when he was a
young man was for a time a life-guard. He said
he knew the underwater currents so well that
he could know which people would be in trouble
- before the people themselves knew they
would be in trouble.

We have come to the end of the parable. Do you
now know? Do you know what will happened to
you?
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Jesus asks us a question: v51 "Have you understood
all these things?"

Is "Yes," your answer? I hope you can say not only
“yes I understand”, but also “yes I know I am going
to Glory”. Hallelujah! END
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