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The ten commandments

Welcome

Hymn MP 507 O Lord my God how majestic is your name
Scripture Psalm 119:1-16, 33-48 (page 617)

Children’s talk - The Ten Commandments

Chorus MP 509 O Lord the clouds are gathering

Notices

Prayer time

Reading Exodus 20 (Page 77)
Hymn MP 924 Salvation belongs to our God

Sermon The ten commandments - I'm in!
Hymn MP 679 There a light upon the mountains
Prayer

e Are you getting ready for the world cup? It's easy to see which national team the fans are
supporting. They do all they can to make it obvious, they want everyone to know. Their allegiance
defines who they are.
I wonder what defines you? Which mast have you nailed your colours to? Which customs and culture do
you follow and defend to the hilt? Is it Indian, Nigerian, Filippino, English? Or is it primarily your belief
and religion? Muslims, for example, are quick to display their team shirt with their head scarfs and hijabs.
How about a Christian? How does an inner love for the Lord show?
= As a new Christian one young man was a great example to me, he seemed to be so obviously living

for another. It was like someone in love. His great motivation was to honour his Lord, the Lord
Jesus.

As Jesus said: "If you love me, you will obey what I command.” Joh 14:15

In the days of Moses those rescued from Egypt were called to showed they belonged to the Lord God by
obeying his commandments.

This is a Mezuzah, and you will find these on the door frames of Jewish homes. The Jews would put the
commandments on their door frame and gate and in little boxes called phylacteries on their forehead and
wrist.

So today as come to Exodus 20 we are considering the ten commandments. What do you make of them?
Do you know them? Could you say them? Have you taught them to your children? Once up on every wall
at home, our nation is now largely ignorant of these commandments.

And yes, sadly even among Christians. And if you don’t know them, is this ignorance because you think
they are not important?, or maybe you believe they’re no longer relevant today? Maybe you will quote me
‘we are not under law but under grace’ Ro 6:14, Ro 6:15, Ga 5:18. S0 how do they fit? Do they still apply? Should
they still be taught today? What does the NT have to say about them? How do they fit into God’s unfolding
purposes for His people? I trust we’ll have some answers this morning.

God’s words, what God says, reflects who God is. His laws express his nature, his character. God is Spirit
and one cannot picture God, but having the ten commandments on the wall is to paint a picture of God, and
so clearly displayed in the life of Jesus. So firstly “1 God spoke x2

God speaks and how? Using words, he said all these words: I know that sounds obvious, but God does not
speak in feelings, emotions etc, nor in the clouds nor dreams, He speaks in words, and particularly,
especially, expressly through the Word, the Word of God, Jesus the word made flesh.
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The voice of God thundered from the heavens, God was speaking in a way never heard before. When the
people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled
with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, ""Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not
have God speak to us or we will die." Ex20:18-19

He spoke from above, from heaven, on the sacred mountain, 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

This implies the uniqueness of the 10 commandments. While they are not an isolated list as they are
expanded in the chapters that follow, there is something special about them. They are described as the
words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments Ex 34:28 and again Dt 4:13

The Lord starts with the words 2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery. This is not a commandment. Here is the basis on which they all rest, God is personal and sovereign
in His gracious dealings with His people - that we may love and obey Him.

No. 1

3 You shall have no other gods before me. As the only one true God he has exclusive right to our adoration
and obedience. No other gods is a command for us against polytheism, “Be careful to do everything I have
said to you. Do not invoke the names of other gods; do not let them be heard on your lips.” Ex 23:13 As Paul said
it is shameful to even mention what the disobedient do. Is you conversation best described as tabloid
conversation?, if so, how unfitting for us as the Lord’s Holy people

No. 2

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in
the waters below.

The Creator only is to be worshipped, nothing in all creation, nor any attempt at a representation of God
which is an idol. We do not try to picture. Do you, when you pray try to picture God? Do you always look
for that image in your mind for assurance that he is there? Such things debase the Creator and the creature
who worships them. At Sinai no form was seen, only a voice was heard. (add MH)

5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God. This is a
development of Commandment no.2.

God will not allow what is His just due in terms of reverence and obedience to be given to anything else.
God's has a fixed and righteous character. He who said I will not share my glory with another Isaiah

Are things continued through generations from father to son? God does not punish the children for their
fathers sins except when they continue in them. Those punished are those who themselves 'hate' God. But
His mercy transcends His wrath, and His blessing upon those who love and obey Him reaches a thousand
generations. How gracious and merciful.

No. 3

7 You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name. To take the name of God in vain is to use it with any idle, frivolous, blasphemous or
insincere intent.

This constant OMG and other blaspheming is a pervading epidemic and a national disgrace. I can
hardly believe my ears when I even hear Christians say OMG. Some make a substitute thinking using

gosh, or golly, or ‘oh my goodness’ is different. These are shortened versions of God. Who is ‘my
goodness’ if it is not the Lord God Almighty?

This does not prohibit solemn or legal oaths, but it does forbid false swearing Lv. 19:12. As Jesus warned that
every careless word will one day be accounted for. The Lord is listening x2.

No. 4

8 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Remember; for this is no new command, it goes back to Gn. 2:1-3 and is a creation principle seen in the seven
day week. This may have been forgotten by the Israelites while in Egypt and under a regime which had no
regard for God. There are no references to it in days of the patriarchs. Six days' labour entitled a man to one
day's rest. This day was the memorial of God's good work of creation for the benefit of man and as such
offered us an eminently suitable occasion for worship. This day should not be a weariness to us (Am 8:5) but
a delight (1s 58:13).
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In Deuteronomy 5 where we see a repeat of this law it is not based on creation but on the Lord taking them
into the promised land. We now worship on Sunday, the day of resurrection, the day of the start of the new
creation, as we enter the new eternal promised land which is Jesus.

To remember the day is to see it coming, to prepare for it and be ready. As the Lord’s Day approaches we
are to make sure all those other things are done, prepare yourself, get ready to meet together with the Lord.

» The first four commands are towards our maker, ~ we first have a maker to love - before a neighbour to
love.
No. 5
12 Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
This is our first duty manward. The family unit is the foundation of social order and peace, it is to be
protected. Do this and it bodes well in God's blessing for the future security of both individual and nation.
As you know here is a command with promise. When quoted in Ephesians it’s not the land but the earth for
the land of Israel has no more importance. The Bible has much to say about a child honouring their parents.
Our attitude to the position and authority of our parents directly reflects our attitude towards the One they
represent. A hinge. No one will honour the Lord God almighty — who does not honour their parents.

No. 6

13 You shall not murder.

This refers to unauthorized killing, i.e. murder. This law is not about accidents. Nor is it against capital
punishment for the Bible supports the death sentence, the punishment should match the crime. Capital
punishment is authorized killing (Gn. 9:6) and so is 'lawful' war (Dt.20).

You shall not murder. You don’t need a knife to murder someone. Jesus said that to hate another is to be a
murderer.

No. 7

14 You shall not commit adultery. The purity of the married state is another foundation of social life. Failure
here should result in punishment Lev. 20:10. Faithfulness is so dear to the Lord and adultery so grievous that
he often uses the example of a broken marriage to describe the Lord’s people when our heart is drawn
elsewhere. Let us do what Job did who made an agreement with his eyes. Jesus said he who looks lustfully
at a woman has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

No. 8

15 You shall not steal. The right to own private property is to be respected, and there are penalties for theft
Ex. 21:16; 22:1. The Lord honours private ownership, not state ownership, so that we will use what we have to
be generous to the needy and a blessing to others. This only happens when we have responsibility over

property. Godly blessing is seen as each man rests under his own vine and fig tree. 1Ki 4:25, 2Ki 18:31, Isa 36:16,
Zec 3:10

No. 9

16 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. This prohibits false witness, particularly in a
court of law (23:1), but not only there; defamation of character is forbidden and penalties given. Dt. 19:16-21.
How our society is collapsing because cannot trust what people say. In many countries truthful speech is
rare. We live in an age of gross dishonesty which directly causes the hardness and miserableness of life.

No. 10

17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

Some lawbreaking is obvious, as we have just had, here it is a man or woman's inward state, his thoughts
and desires. These are not hidden from God. Everything comes under His law. Coveting is a gateway sin
that leads us to then break the other commandments. What is it that you love, you want, you desire? We
must start with first guarding our heart if we are to live spiritually healthy lives. Neglect this area and we
will lose our love for God. Instead, our love will be directed towards other things.

Some summary comments

The singular form of 'you' (Av thou') is used. Although the whole nation gathered at the foot of the
mountain these commandments are addressed to ‘you’ personally. God speaks to you, you individually, you
personally.
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What of the negative form of the commands? These commands are put in the negative to emphasis, to add
weight to what we are to run away and flee from, ‘do not go there, do not trespass, do not enter’.

These commands embrace the whole order of life in its Godward * and manward > relationships, and is in
summary form the whole law of God.

Are they still relevant? Are they still required?

As I said they reveal to us the unchanging character of God. We must not lie because God is a God of truth,
He said Do not murder because life is given by God. He said Do not commit adultery because He is a God
of faithfulness. He is a God who keeps his word.

These commandments are, as one might expect, restated in the NT. All except one. The keeping of the rest
day as the creation principle stands, the Jewish sabbath does not.

So do we still adhere to the covenant of the ten commandments, as SDAs do and insist we meet on a
Saturday? When Christ came he ushered in a new covenant in His blood. Hear what we read in Hebrews:
and this covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one Heb 8:6 For God found fault with the people
and said: "The time is coming, ... when I will make a new covenant Heb 8:8 By calling this covenant "new", he
has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and ageing will soon disappear. Heb 8:13

Gospel
Why was it there? the law... was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred
had come. Ga 3:19 That is Jesus.

because of transgressions The law does not make you good, it can never make you good, it points out in the
clearest terms our failure to keep it. It can make some proud, those who think they have kept it. Some even
do not see themselves as sinners. That person is deluded, they have a very wrong view of God’s holiness, -
and a very wrong view of themselves. The law shines a spotlight on my failure, and your failure, no hiding!

On the mountain the commandments were twice written by God on stone tablets (31:18; 32:15, 16; 34:1, 28; Dt.
10:4). When the people broke the law, the first pair were shattered, the law was literally broken. Ex 32:19. The
Lord gave Moses a second pair which were then placed in the ark to show that this is the standards by
which anyone can meet with God Ex 25:16; Dt. 10:5

Do you think you can approach God? That he will accept you as you are?

Some people think that to break a commandment is not too bad. ‘I have kept the rest’ they think. No it is
not like a crack in a glass. I have a glass at home the crack is barely visible, I am still using the glass.
Breaking the law at one point is to break all the law at every point (James)

It matters little whether you cross a line here, or up there, if you have crossed the line, you have trespassed.

= Itis as if you break toughened glass, the whole pane shatters into thousands of little pieces, that is
the way to look at it.
No-one has kept - all the law - all the time. And we can only keep the law out of love for God. Jesus said
we should love the Lord our God with all of our being, all of the time. We must love our neighbour as
ourselves and love our enemies. Who has done that? Have you? No-one’s close!

» No-one — but one only, Jesus. Christ obeyed God’s perfect law, - all of it, all of the time.
It is His obedience that he is willing to give to you if you will come and confess your failure to keep God’s
Holy law and seek forgiveness for it. Christ offered up his perfect law keeping life when he suffered that
painful death on the cross. An offering to God on the behalf of law breakers. Through the cross he can
declare the sinner not guilty — and give you his obedience, that is righteousness. The law — and our failure -
came through Moses, grace and victory came through Jesus Christ.

So why the law? the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ Ga 3:24 or as the AV: the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.

The blessing of the ten commandments was based on obedience to them. The new covenant that Christ
brings in is one based on Christ’s obedience to them. His obedience now credited to me. This is not earned
or deserved. This unmerited favour is called Grace x2. It’s received by faith. Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will be saved. Acts 16
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Those rescued from slavery in Egypt showed their love for their rescuer by obeying the ten
commandments. That’s how they nailed their colours to the mast and showed they belonged. Obedience to
the commandments identified them as one of the Lord’s people and distinct from the nations around them.

So now if you have been rescued from
sin then it is shown in your obedience to Christ. One of the marks of an adopted child is that they follow
the new house rules, this shows they are ‘in’ they belong. So with Christ, my obedience to him is my
identity, that is how all around can see, like my friend at the beginning, That I belong to Christ - and
Christ belongs to me. May that be true for each of us here this morning. End
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